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intention of the member in charge of the
Bill that employees should work only
certain hours, he ought to be straight-
forward and carry his arguments to their
logical conclusion. As the Bill now stood,
it was simply class legizlation in favour
of the few to the detriment of the many.
In the New Zealand Act no class of
traders was exempted, except chemists
and hotel keepers. The placcs where-
in most female labour was employed
were the very places which this
schedule exempted from the provisions of
the Bill. In coffee-houses, confectioners’
shops, and florists’ shops, females might
be called upon to work eighteen or twenty
hours a day, and yet a great song had
been made about providing sitting accom-
modation for females who only worked
eight hours a day in shops.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: If the amend-
ment were carried it would do away xith
a very large amount of good the Bill was
calculated to afford. The Hon. F. T.
Crowder had shown himself somewhat
insonsistent, inagmuch as he was in favour
of exempting wine and spirit shops aad
30 on from the provisions of the Biil.

Hox. F. T. Crowper: That could not
be helped.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: Coffee-houses,
restaurants, and places of that sort, it
was absolutely neceasary to keep open
after six o'clock in the evening. These
were inns for the accommodation of the
public, a8 everybody did not desire to
et their refreshments at hotels. 'Lhe
shops for the sale of toilet and medical
and surgical requisites were simply in-
serted ns a safeguard for cheaists, and
might be read as included in chemists’
shops. Opyster shops, fish shops, and
florists’ shops were included in the sche-
dule becausae the poods sold were of a
perighable nature, while the reason for
‘axempting the undertakers’ shops was
obrious.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : Portions of
the schedule appeared to have been mis-
understood by the Hon. F. T. Crowder,
who dwelt for a considerable time on
the contention that females might be em-
ployed in the shops named in the sche-
dule for considerably more than forty-
eight hours per week. But if the hon.
member referred to the Bill he would
find under clause 3 that only clauses 7
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to 10 did not apply to shops or premises
included in this schedule, and that clause
11 definitely provided that no woman
should be employed for more than forty-
eight hours. Thus the whole complaint
of the hon. member disappeared,

Amendment negatived, and the sche-
dule passed.

Second Schedule—struck out.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
report adopted.

JURY (CONSOLIDATION} BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly, and, on the motion of the CoromarL
SECRETARY, read a first time,

INEBRIATES BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly, and, on the motion of the CoLonian
SECRETARY, read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.25 p.m.
unti! the next day,

Yeqislatibe Bssembly,
Tuesdey, 9th Auwguse, 1898.

Papers  presented — Question: Frementle
Water Supply, Extension—Agricultural
Bank Act Amendment Bill, first reading—
Acting Chairman of Committees, Ap-
pointment  (temporary}—Land Bill, in
Committee, clauses 82 to 86—Gold Mines
Bill, eecond reading, debate resumed and
sdjourned—Prevention of Crimes Bill,
first reading—Adjournment.

The SreskeEr took the chair at £.30
o’clock, p.m.

PraveRs.
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PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Presuer: Fremantle Public
Hospital, Rules and Regulations. Su-
preme Court Counsel’s Fees, Order made
by Judges.

Ordered to lie on the table,

QUESTION : FREMANTLE ‘WATER
SUPPLY, KEXTENSION.

Mz HIGHAM asked the Director of
Public Works, When the extended wato-
gervice for Fremantle would oe -
pleted, and why the delay had been se
rreat.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WJan3
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied: —Tt is ex-
ected that the extended water service for
IFremantle will be completed during next
month, The delay was caused, fiestly, by
loss of the veasel bringing the valves and
special castings; and, secondly, by the
engineers/ strike in Great Britnin pre-
venting the prompt supply of the requi-
gite pumping machinery. The works
have been, and are being, carried out ex-
peditiously, and within the estimated
cot of construction ; and the causes of
delay could not have been provided
against.

AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.
Introduced by the PreMiER, and read
a first time.

ACTING CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

On the motion of the PreyiER, Sir Jas.
G. Lee Steere was again appointed to act
as Chairman of Committees of the House,
in the unavoidable absence of the Chaur-
man (Mr. Harper).

LAND BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration in Committee resumed.

Clause 82—Applicant for homestead
farm may apply for additional land un-
der land taws in force for the time be-
ing:

THE. PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): This clause had two objects
in view. One was that the avplicant for
a homestead farm might, at the time
he made his application for his farm,
or at any other time, apply for any ad-
ditional land he might require under the
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ordinary regulations, It would not pre-
vent him from becoming a conditional
purchaser of any other land. Of course,
that was but reasonable. 'When he (the
Premier) introduced the Bill relating to
homestead farms he thought it would be
very likely to cause a good deal of other
land to be taken up as well as homestead
fuyms. A man would be anxious to secure
his 160 acres—a free farm—and that
might induce him to become a settler
and to increase his holding, because in
many parts of the colony 160 acres would
not be sufficient to enable one to become
n prosperous farmer. This clause also
provided that he need not reside on the
other land which he took up, residemce
on the homestead farm being all that
was necessary, and that he need not even
reside on the homestead farm if he lived
upon n village allotment, which he could
have for nothing if such allotments were
laid out. The next clause gave the Gov-
ernor-in-Council nower to declare land
a village site. Section 15 of the Home-
steads Act provided that in order to give
facilities for schools and churches, and
to afford other advantages of living to-
gether, village sites could be laid out in
connection with these homestead farms,
g0 that we might have a lot of home-
gtead farms all oround. The Home-
steads Act provided that the allotments
should ba within five miles of a home-
stead farm, but the framers of thiz Bill
had increased that distance to 10 mites.
Still, he did not propose to say anvtiung
al:out those ten miles. He did not sup-
pose that anyone would attempt to avail
himself of a village site if it was 10 miles
away, unless it was alongside a railwav.
He supposed there was some reasom for
the propowl, but he wishad to explain
the facts to hon. members.

Hox. H. W. VENN moved, as an
amendment, that in line 9 the word “ten”
be struck out and “five” inserted. What
was now proposed was a departure from
the Homesteads Act, which was never
contemplated nt the time that Act was
passed.

Trg Presier : It was five miles then.

Hox. H W. YENN: It was five miles,
and even then some hon. members
thought thet provision was antagonistic
to the general provisions of the Bill. The
iden of giving land away in lots of 169
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acres was that of settling men on the
land. We were now going to dispense
with that, and allow people to take up
land 10 miles away. It was just pos
sible that a good many areas of land
might be practically locked up by people
taking a block in a village settlement,
and residing there, whilst they left. their
other land unimproved. It was a serious
departure from the original Act. The
Premier said the other eveming that he
did not like it. The right hon. gentle-
man now seemed to have somewhat
modified his views. Tem miles was too
Egreat a distance,

Put and passed, and
amended, agreed to.

Clause 83—Governor may declare vil-
lage sites:

Tra PREMIER: This clause was ex-
actly the same as section 14 of the Home-
steads Act.

Put and passed.

Clause 84—Holder of homestead farm
may select an allotment in a village ;
1%9th and 20th schedules:

Tre PREMIER moved, as an amend-
ment, that after the word “selector,” in
line one, the words “of a homestead
farm ” be inserted. In the Homesteads
Act the word *selector” had a special
meaning, the same meaning as in this
clause, but it also ocourred in many other
parts of the Bill as well as in this. So
to make it perfectly clear, he proposed to
insert the words he had mentioned; as
otherwise it might be made to apply te
other classes of land as well as homestead
farms.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 85—agreed to.

Clause 86—Governor may eet apart
certain Jands for working men’s blocks:

Tre COMMISSIONER OF (ROWN
LANDS (Hon. G. Throssell): This clause
provided that “The Governor may, by
notice in the Government Gu:ette, define
ann set apart any Crown land in the
Scuth-West division of the colony, or
in any other division of the colony,
if situated within ten miles of A
city or town, or site for a ¢ity or town,
including any suburban land, or land
within an agricultural area, for working
men’s blocks, and may, in like manner,
declare any such land as open for selec-

the clause, as
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tion as hereinafter provided, and may
withdraw any such land from being so
open.” A feeling had sprung up that
land of & very valuable nature might be
set aside, but the clause showed that im
cnge of necessity, the Governor might
withdraw any such land as that referred
to from being open. The principle all
thraough was that the small man should be
able to come to the State and have the
Siate for his landlord, whether the quan-
tity of land was half-an-acre or ten ucres,
and that the further they went from a
city or town the larger the area should
hel  One part of the clause provided that
land in agricultural areas sghould be
divided into lots, the maximum area of
any lot not exceeding 20 acres. There
was & desire to place working men in a
position of independence ; and the prineci-
ple wae deferred payment for the land.
As to the liability to abuse, he knew of no
law in connection with land settlement
whereby persons, if they liked to con-
nive, could not drive a coach and four
through an enactment.  Allowing that
to be so, this Bill would e as safe as
any other ngainst abuses, and particular
care could be taken to guard against
those nbuses which were anticipated.
Land would have to be set aside for the
purpose in situations approved by the
Minister, nnd working men céuld go to
the auction and acquire blocks on which
to make their homes. There would be a
liability to abuse, if the department were
foolish enough to lay cut land in large
areas close to a city, as that method
would be a direct inducement to specu-
lators to eut up the blocks into smaller
sections, and of course a man taking up
a block might not be able to acquire the
Crown grant, not having sufficient funds
to complete the payment at the end of
five years, and then the speculator might
arrange with him to provide the money,
then take out the grant and subdivide the
land into smaller sections for specula-
tive purposes. The intention of the Bill
was that the half-acre sections and other
small blocks should be laid out near
towns and cities, and the larger areas up
t2 the maximum would be only in agricul-
tural centres;

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: While not de-
giring to oppose the Bill as a whole, he
regarded thiz clause as a serious depar-
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ture from the principle of land legisla-
tion. With all due deference to the wis-
dom of the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, who had had large experience in
dealing with agricultural lands, he (Mr.
Illingworth) ventured to say the hon.
gentleman had not the knowledge which
Was necessary in connection with this
class of land, The whole operation of
this clause would be to open the door to
the speculator. Knowing something
about the operations of speculators,
he expressed the opinion deliber-
ately, that the only effect of this
cleuse would be to mop up the few re-
maining portions of land which were
available to the general public near towns
and cities, and it would place them in
the hands of speculators. He moved
that the whole of Part 9 of the Bill Le
struck out.

Tae CHAIRMAN: That could not he
done in a block, but only in clauses,

Mg, ILLINGWORTH moved that
clause 86 be struck out.

Tee PREMIER: It was not desirable
to strike out this clause, for although
there was force in the objection that
these blocks might be used for purposes
not intended—({Mr. ILLiv¢womrTH: They
would be so used)—yet it did not neces-
garily follow that they would be so used.
There were many places in the colony
where land suitable for thig purpose was
not of such value or advantage as to be
taken up by the speculator in small
blocks, and therefore the bone-fide
labourer or artisan would be n more
likely person to take up a block in such
places.

Mg. [uuingwonTH : They might take up
a small woldfield. under this clause,

Tae PREMIER: It could be made
clear in the ..ll, and he intended to move
for the purpose, that this provision was
not intended to apply to goldtields. It
would be noticed that 20 acres was the
maximum allowed under the Bill for this
kind of settlement, and the minimum
might be as small as the Minister thought
desirable, If land were to be set aside
for this purpose near a city or larze town,
the lots would b~ rreall. ns were the
blocker areas near Adelaide.  But im
other parts of this colony where the land
was not of nuch value, o man might have
say ten acres under this system. It did
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appear that 20 acres was too large a block
for the purpose intended by the Bill, be-
cause the object was not to settle
farmers, Tut to enable persons of small
means to make homes for themselves on
the land, aud especially artisans and
labourers in towns, who could get out by
railway or by road to these holdings, and
in that way acquire a cheap residence.
It was a high-sounding title to speak of
working men’s blocks, and the phrase was
rather taking to the ear.

Mkr. ILuingworTH : Who were the work-
ing men?

Tuee PREMIER: This was really
another means of giving land to anyone,
and the clause contemplated that the
persons taking up these blocks should be
these who earmed their living by their
own labour. That meant manual labour,
apparently, but the words in the clause
were not quite definite emough.  The
system ghould have a trial, Lut 20 acres
was too large an area as a maximum.

Hox. H W. VENN: It would heve
been interesting if the Commissioner of
Crown Lands had gone fully into this
question, because this part of the Bill pro-
posed a departure from the system of
the past, and sufficient reascn for the de-
parture had not been given. It was not
clear that this class of legislation had
been a success in South Australia, and
his own opinion was that it had not. Tf
the Commissioner had gone in for a
wholesale scheme of land nationalisation,
the Committee could have fought out
that principle upon its merits; but in
applying the principle to small areas in
this way, it would be well to carefully
avoid the risk of dummyism and other
abuses which surrounded land settlement.
The Cowmissioner had said that under
the blocker system the Government might
buy land for this purpose, in places where
they had not land suitable ior such =zetf.
tlement ; so that it was evident the Go-
vernment intended to purchase land for
the purpose of settling working men on
these blocks. From the definition in the
Bill, the termm “working man” would
apply to any or everyone under certain
conditions; and for the Crown to pur-
chnase land and re-sell to any or every one,
under this blocker system, would be
a serious interference with the opera-
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tions of private enterprise, whether
earritd on by companies, or institutions,
or individuals. Members generally would
svmpathise with the desire of the Com-
missioner to see working men settled on
the lands of the colony, and to help them
in making homes for themselves ; but this
application of the principle was open to
considerable objection on account of the
aluses which might spring up. Not only
were the working men to have land on
deferred payment in small blocks, but the
ptrehaser would be able also to borrow
money from the Agricultural Bank up to
£100 for improving one of these blocks;
and this system would thus be setting up
a class of lepislation which seemed to be
a serious interference with the operations
of private enterprise, by first selling the
land on deferred payment, and then en-
abling the buyer to borrow from the Gov-
ernment for improving the land.  The
Commissioner had drawn an attractive
picture of a village settlement.

Mr. InuveworTR: Where they would
sell out to the first man who come along
witl money.

Hon. H. W. VENN: Yes; that was
what it meant. Under the present law, a
man could have 160 acres of land free, and
could also get a village site free for his
home without residing on the farm. That
wns as far as land legisiation should go in
this colony, and he felt disposed to vote
against the clause.

Mr. VOSPER: As the member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth)
Lad stated, the series of clauses dealing
with working men’s blocks was likely to
become valueless, and even a source of
deanger ; but, as the Premier contended, it
weuld be a mistake to altogether elimi-
nete the principle from the Bill because of
errors in drafting its provigions, The
intention of the Commissioner of Lands
was clear, and, if carried out, would
greatly bLenefit the working classes; Lut
iLat object would hardly be served by
striking out the clause, ns suggested by
the member for Central Murchison. Tle
m.neiple ag laid down in the Bill thould
be adopted, but with important altera-
tions. As the member for Wellington {Mr.
Venn) had said, the great danger was
that land so set apart might at some
future time be used for speculative pur-
poses—cut up and sold. If so, all the
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evilz of landlordism would be re-intro-
duced, which it was the object of this part
of the Bill to abolish. It was useless to
pesipone an evil which must occur ; and
the proposition was to give land on easy
terms, with the full knowledge that these
terms would be made use of by speculators
for the purpose of raising rents.  That
could hardly have been the intention of
the Minister when he intfoduced the Bill ;
but the only way out of the difficulty was
to introduce some new provisions into the
clause. Instead of alienating the land
in fee simnle, there must be a long lease
—any 20 years—at a low rental, on the
understanding thHat, if the whole of the
fees and the rent were paid, and all the
conditions laid down by the Act fully
complied with, the lessee would have a
preferential right to take up a fresh
lease. A 20 years’ lease, like a freehold,
was an important and valuable asset,
and therefore the residence provision
must be strictly enforced, and we must
aleo prevent the possibility of the land
being hypothecated, alienated, or dis-
trained upon. Only by a method of per-
petual leasing could a proper system of
working men’s blocks be established. If
the clause were passed, he would move n
geries of amendments to clause 87 ; with
a view of giving effect to his suggestions.

Mr. KENNY supported the clause as
it stood, and congratulated the Commis-
gioner on his efforts to aesist the working
man to acquire a home of his own.
Some hon. members objected to this as a
new departure ; but how could we improve
our laws save by departing from the old
tracks? The question was whether it was
better to assist the settlement of working
nten on the suburban lands of the colony,
or to leave them ags they were to-day, in
the hande of the all-mereiful land agent,
who was ever prepared to sell them a
quarter-acre block for £50 which had
been purchased twelve months before for
£10. This was the secret of much of
the opposition to the Bill—the fear that
the workman might escape from the
clutches of the land grabber and land
agent. The duty of hon. membere was
to endeavour to nssist those who had sent
them here, and they would fail in that
duty unless they took this opportunity of
affording facilities to workmen for ob-
taining homes of their own.  Certainly,
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some reservations ought to be made;
but it was one thing to make reserva-
tions and quite another thing to strike
the clause out altogether. When he first
read the clause, he was prepared for
strong opposition from a certain quarter.
Naturally, people did not like to see their
businesses slipping from their hands. It
was much more satisfactory for a land
agent to have forty or fifty workmen'on
his books, each of whom was paying £50
or £100 for what he ought to be able
to procure from the Government for £3,
than to see those men comfortably set-
tled on their own allotments, and gpend-
ing their surplus moneys in improving
them. He would be serry to see any
alterations in the clause, except such as
would secure to the State what was
equitable, and to the workman what the
Commissioner proposed to give him—fix-
ity of tenure, and a home over his head
which no process of law, no execution for
debt, could touch. He would support
that principle as long as he had a seat ir.
this House.

Tne PREMIER: Hon. members who
opposed the clause evidently did so under
a misapprehension. Even the member
for Wellington (Mr. Venn), who knew g0
much about land tenure, had mnot gquite
grasped its meaning. There was no-
thing objectionable in it. It only ap-
plied to lands vested in the Crown. No-
thing was said about the Crown purchas-
ing land for the purposes of the clause.
True, if the Government hereafter pur-
chased land, the Bill would apply to such
purchases if the land so acquired were set
apart for working men's blocks ; but the
selling price of such blocks would not be
less than £1 per acre, and the Govern-
ment could not buy land at £2 per acre
and sell it for £1, as some hon. members
geemed to fear they would. They would
have to get a vote of the House for the
other £1.

Mz. Vosper: Not by the provisions of
the Land Purchase Actf?

T PREMIER: If the Government
bought land under the Land Purchase Act,
they would have to sell it under the Land
Purchase Act. TRBe conditions were not
the same.

Mr. Mogax: There was a provision in
the clause for the lending of money by the
Agricultural Bank for the purpose of
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building houses on these blocks. Surely
that was not the object for which the
Bank had been established.

Tae PREMIER : The hon. member was
quite right there; but such a loan could
not exceed the sum of £100, and after all
we were not giving much to such lessees.
The land was to be sold at not less than
£1 per acre, payable hali-yearly =t the
rate of oneteanth of the total purchase
money per annum, or sooner. The maxi-
mum area to be held by one person  was
twenty acres, but he proposed to make it
five, which would be a reascnable allow-
ance.

Mgr. Moran: Too much altogether.

Tee PREMIER: That would be the
maximum area ; the actual size of the al-
lotment might be only half ar acre. The
lessee had to live on his land, to start
with, for five years; if not, the lease was
forfeited. He had to fence it in within
three years from the date of the com-
mencement of his lease ; and, within five
years from that date he had to expend, in
prescribed improvements, in addition to
the exterior fencing, an amount equal to
double the full purchase money. In ten
years or sooner if he had paid the pur-
chuge money and effected the improve-
ments, he received a Crown grant of the
land. The terms were not too easy, and
no harm could be done by passing the
clause. Clause 89 introduced another
principle—that certain owners of work-
ing men’s blocks might obtain advances,
not exceeding £100, from the Agricultu-
ral Bank. This, however, was merely an-
other means of letting land, in addition
to the numerous plans already in opera-
tion, such as the conditional purchase sys-
tem, the grazing lease, the poison lease,
the homestead farm and town lot systema.
This system was a means of letting subur-
ban lots with conditional purchase; and
longer time and more stringent conditions
were imposed on the lessee before the
grant Gould be oblained. Ordinary
suburban Iots were sold by auction, but
not so with these, which were intended for
labouring men.

Mgr. MORAN : The blocker system had
been tried in South Australia; and even
there, only to a small extent. It was only
a drop in the ocean there, and in other
colonies it was practically inoperative, if
it found a place on the statute book at all,
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Some land about four or five miles from
Adelaide was held under this system. The
idea was to a certain extent a fad of a
gentleman in that colony who was gener-
ally regarded as a faddist, though a pretty
successful one, and it had not been largely
availed of. Such blockers’ homes as had
been founded were fairly comfortable ; but
the area allowed in South Australia was
only half an ncre, and nothing like that
proposed in the Bill.

Hox. H. W.VENN: The idea of allow-
ing the Agricultural Bank to lend meoney
to encourage the building of houses on
half-acre blocks was a farce. Aswell might
the bank’s assistance be extended to
miners on the goldfields, to enable them
to build hessian shanties. The Agricul-
tural Bank was a good institution; but
it was established for certain clearly-de-
fined purposes, and this was not one of
them. There might be something in-
trinsically worthy in encouraging work-
ing men te get homes, but he hoped the
Government would not make the maxi-
mum two and a half, or evem two, acres.
A goldfields miner got a quarter-of-an-
acre block, and that was quite sufficient
for him to make o home; yet here it
was proposed to give n man a 20-acre
block. Supposing that law had been in
force in the neighbourhood of Perth 20
years ago, and someone under it had ob-
tained & 20-acre block, instead of con-
tinuing to be a much-worried man he
would have developed into a tremendous
capitalist. He (Mr. Venn) disapproved
of the idea of giving a man funds from
the Agricultural Bank to build his home
with. Let him build his own house, as
the working man had te do in Adelaide.
A man wanted half-an-acre because he
needed a mnall vegetable garden, which
he might cultivate in hig leisure hours;
but that was not needed omn the gold-
fields. If the Premier did not mave an
amendment that the clause should not
. apply to goldfields, he himself would do
50.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: The only per-
son who would be bemefited by the Hill
as it stood would be the capitalist, who
would derive advantage at the expense
of the working man, whom he (Mr. Illing-
worth) desired to see bemefited. If the
hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill
would assent to the alterations that had
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been suggested, it would perhaps be pos
sible to try this experiment with some
advantage ; and taking into consideration
the assurance of the Premier that he
would consent to those material changes,
he (Mr. Illingworth) asked the Committee
to permit him to withdraw his proposal
for the striking out of the clause.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Tre PREMIER moved, as an amend-
ment, that after the word “lands,” in
line 2, the words “or suburban lands held
by the Crewn” be inserted.

Put and passed.

Mr. TLLINGWORTH: What would
happen in regard to Crown lands in
the city of Perth? There was plenty of
Crown land in the city.

Tre PREMIER : Crown lands were not
in the city. The definition of “Crown
land” did not include that in any ecity
or town. He moved, as a further amend-
ment, that the words “or in any other di-
vision of the colony, if situated within ten
miles of & city or town, or site for a city
or town, including any suburban land,
or land within an agricultural ares,” in
lines 3, 4, 5, and 6, be struck out, with
a view of inserting in liew thereof “or
any Crown lands or suburban lands held
by the Crown within ten miles of a city
or town, or site for a city or town, within
any other division of the colony,
not being within a goldfield.” If
that alteration were not made, the clause
would be restricted in its operation to
the South-West Division, but there was
n desire that it should eperate in places
other than goldfields.

Mr. VOSPER: One fault of the
amendment made by the Premier was
that it did not provide for the discovery
of new goldfielde.  The probabilities of
digcovery were immense, and if we
confined the clause to the legally-defined
goldfields now "in existence, difficulty
might. be experienced.

Mgr. MORAN: Would the clause not
be operative in. new goldfields?

Tag PREMIER: Certainly ; any gold-
field declared to be such would come un-
der the operation of the clange.

Mr. GEORGE: Would what was pro-
posed apply to land purchased by the
Government {

Tus PREMIER: No.
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Mr, MORAN: Was there any chance
of getting land around Perth or Freman-
tle? If so, it might pay to become a
working man under this proposal.

Put and paseed.

Tre PREMIER moved, as a further
amendment, that in line I1 the word
“twenty” be struck out and “five” in-
serted in lieu thereof.

Hox. H W. VENN sugrested that
“five” be struck out and “one” inserted in
liew thereof. If we increased the size
of these blocks to anything like five acres
we would be going in an absolutely
wrong direction. One acre was a large
piece of land, and quite enough for the
purpose.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: It ought to be
taken into ccnsideration that th.s clanse
wo. inlended to operate in agriciitural
districts, where labourers worked on
farms and might desire to keep a cow or
horse, or other animal.

Mg. GeEoroE : In England there used to
be a cry of “three acres and a cow.”

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: The maximum
might be fixed at five acres.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS: The great difficulty in dealing
with working men in the city had been
recognised in the past, and there was
now a desire to induce them to go into
the country. He was willing to accept
the proposal that the maximum quantity
of land allowed under this section ghould
be five acres, although he was convinced
that it would be very much better to fix
it at 20.

Mr. GEORGE: There was something
wrong in this part of the Bill, for it pro-
fesged to offer an inducement. for working
men to leave the city and make homes
outside, while, in fact, the working men
were leaving the city now as fast as ships
could take them out of the country; and
what more than that did the Commis-
sioner of Lands want? This portion of the
Bill was merely sentimental, and might
well be omitted. If employment were
plentiful at present for working men,
which it was not, they could not afford to
live far out of the city or town where they
worked, as too much time would be lost
in travelling by railway or walking to and
fro. Working men employed in Perth or
Fremantle, for instance, could not afford
this loss of time, to which must be added
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the further time
tivating  their bits
practical amendment would be to
reduce the size of the blocks from
one sore to 6ft. by 2ft., and then the occu-
piers would be settled on the land, and
this could be done without the interven-
tion of the Agricultural Bank. In the
present condition of all the industries in
this colony, the proposals in this part of
the Bill were a farce ; and the Premier
was fathering this part of the Bill only
out of respect for his colleague, the Com-
missioner of Lands.

Mg, SOLOMON : If the object was to
enable working men to make their homes
outside of towns, a block of land not ex-
ceeding half an acre would be sufficient in
most cages. The Church of England trus-
iees nt Fremantle had subdivided some
land distant about three miles from that
town, a quarter-acre being the average
gize of a block, and these blocks had been
settled on by men who had work in Fre-
mantle or near to the subdivision. Those
blocks =appeared to be large enough to
satisfy working men; whereas if the
blocks offered under this part of the Bill
were to be five to, twenty acres each, such
large areas would require capital to work
them.

Mgr. LOCEE: A fair compromise as to
the size of blocks for working men would
ha 2% acres as a maximumn and half an
acre as a mibimum ; such areas being
large enough for a man with a family to
grow vegetables and keep fowls, or ducks,
or pigs. He moved, as an amendment, that
th? maximum size of blocks be 2} acres
and the minimum half an acre.

Mg. LEAKE: Being unable to convince
himself that this part of the Bill was
pecessary, he objected that it would
create a smaller kind of farmer, something
between the labouring man. and the small
farmer—in fact, a still gmaller farmer.
The working man, as o rule, had not suffi-
cient capital to make use of land, unless
it were a small block very close to his
work. If the working man wanted to
occupy his timg in tilling land, he could
take up a free farm of 160 acres under the
Homesteads Act : but as to this new plan
devised by the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, it was not workable, and had not
beer: sufficiently considered, nor was much
interest showo in it by hon. members, as

required for oul-
of ground. A
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indicated by so many empty benches. He
moved that progress be reported.
Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

GOLD MINES BILL.
SECOND RBADING,

Debate resumed, on the motion moved
by the Minister of Minee for the second
reading of the Bill.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East Coolgardie) :
Since the adjournment of the debate on
tha second reading, considerable attem-
tion has been paid to the subject by hon.
members of this House, especially Ly
those representing the goldfields, and also
by persons resident on and interested in
the goldfields. I think it may be fairly
said that the most remarkable feature
of the consideration which has resulted
from the adjournment has been the al-
most complete change of attitude which
has taken place; for, while the general
opinion in the first instance was that the
Bill, on the whole, appeared to be agood
meagure, and many persons were inclined
to endorse it on account of the many ex-
cellent principles contained in its
clauses, yet further consideration has
shown that all this was a specious ap-
pearance, which led persons to suppose
that a large amount of reform in the
wining operations was at length to be
embodied in legislation, and that we were
to have a settlement of those grievances
which had caused trouble and dissatis-
faction in the past. We find, after all,
that this fair seeming iz mainly on the
surface; that wunderneath there are
grave errors and serious defects; these
errors and defects being so numerous
that it is almost impossible to take up a
single clause without finding something
debatable in it. It was said by one hon.
mawber the other evening, that there is
a debate in almost every clause; and 1
am inclined to agree with that opinion.
Where the Bill has departed from the
old Act it has fallen into grave errors,
and in those cases where it has followed
the old Aect it has preserved the worst
errors contained in that Act. In a Bill
of this kind, which has so many grave
defects, there is only one way of dealing
with it, and that is to take the Bill clause
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by cleusey and endeavour to point out
the various defects. In deing so, I wish
to say that 1 do not desire to see this
subject treated in any factious spirit, nor
do I desire to see it treated in a party
spirit. I think we should bear in mind
that we are dealing with the greatest in-
duatry of the colony, with an industry
the prosperity of which is vitally essen-
tie]l to the very existence of the colony.
That being se, I think we should aveid
ail party controversy, and endeavour
tc deal with this Bill on its merits;
snd 1 shall be animated by a sin

ccre  desire to assist in  producing
a good and workable statute. First,
w2 have a series of definitions. Clause

3 is occupied entirely with defini-
tions, some of which are referred to 1n
the old Act, and others are entirely new.
One of these new definitions deals with
alluvial, and this .definition lays down
that “all gold except such as is found in
a seam, lode, dike, or quartz reef or
vein” ig to be classed as alluvial. With
regard to this, I think there iz a prave
objection to the use of the word “seam”
in this measure, for it is entirely foreign
to gold mining. I am aware that this
word was in the old Act, but it had no
practical application there; and in the
interpretation of the word “seam” oc-
curring in the old Act, and as recently
decided by the Supreme Court in connec-
tion with the dispute as to what is allu-
vial, it was shown that the word “seam”
is out of place in that Act ; that it applies
to only one class of mining, such as coal
mining, and does not apply to geld
mining. That word, in its application
to alluvial, is likely to lead to serious
embarrassment in the future, Alluvial
gold, as it occurs on our goldfields, con-
gists of beds or layera laid down by lakes
or atreams, Sometimes we have, as at
Eanowna, an instance of alluvial which
may consist of the bottom of a lake; and
if we suppose a certain series of geolo-
gical phenomensa occurring in connection
with the formation of these deposits, we
may imagine how the rocks may be dis-
integrated, and the gold carried down by
streams of water, and deposited in the
bottom ; how, subsequently, a quantity of
material which is not auriferous may
have been washed in, and, by degrees,
have filled up the lake. In another case
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there may be a superimposed mass of rock
overlying the alluvial deposit, or other
phenomena may have occurred in the for-
mation of the alluvial beds; then, after
this action, there may have been nnother
agenoy ab work which has had the effect
of cementing or solidifying the rocks.
Copsequently, o person sinking or search-
ing for this alluvial now may have to go
down through hard, solid rock, and may
find the gold deposit in the form of a
cement. A “seam” of that sort could
not be distinguished from any other
sean:, becauge the agemcy which caused
the lake to fill up, or cnused the rocks to
be superimposed or twisted, may be the
same agency which formed the lake bed.
We know, as o fact, that there are a
large number of such *seams” through-
out our goldfields at the present time.
Some portions of the Kanowna goldfield
undoubtedly come within this definition
of o “seam. ;” and if we wont to save litiga-
tion in the nenr future, and prevent per-
gons from taking advantage of a word of
this kind, that word should certainly he
struck out of the Bill. T am glad to
gee that the allurial men who have
formed associations on the goldfields for
protecting their own interests, have taken
action in connection with this matter;
and at Kanownn they have recently de-
cided to recommend that the word “seam”
should be altogether eliminated from the
Bill. T think the elimination of the
word “seam” will do no harm to the
leaseholder or any other person in-
terested in pold mining; and if vou
leave the words “lode, dyke, or quartz
reef or vein,” you l'~ve words sufficiently
genernl to include every kind of forma-
tion except alluvial. I had the pleasure
of pointing out to the Minister of Mines
{(Hon. H. B. Lefroy), when he was visit-
ing Kamowna, an allyvial bed of this
description at & point where a rock sec-
tion was exposed. The desire of the
Government. is, [ think, to do all they
can to make the Bill clear and definite,
g0 a8 to have no more disputez in re
gard to what is or whot is not alluvial ;
and now that we are engaged in framing
a new Bill, we should be careful to see
that all clauses that are likely to be
fruitful of litigation or dispute shouldbe
kept out of the Bill. I pass next o a
very important matter, which will pro-
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bably occupy the attention of this House.
It is set forth that “a Department of
Mines, under the control of a Minister, is
hereby established for the purposes of
this Act.” T am one of those whothink,
with the late Royal Commission on Min-
ing, that we require something more
than a Department of Mines to effi-
ciently deal with mining in this colony.
I believe that beneath the Department
of Mines, there should be a series of
mining boards, which should have powers
as wide as the State can give them ; and
in this way we should introduce the
principle of local administration of our
mining laws. In times past we have
had o succession of Ministers holding the
portfolio of the Department of Mines who,
however estimable in themselves, have
been to a large extent ignorant of min-
ing.  Such is the case with regard to the
present Minister, and such was the case
with hizs predecessors.,  And, while we
have n number of officials in the depart-
ment who are trained principally to look
after the routine of an office, and a Min-
ister at the head of affairs who does not
profess to have any practical knowledge
of mining, it is essential, in the interests
of the people on the goldfields, that we
should have some ample power placed ns
o buffer between the two; and, ns far as
I can see, there is mo power more suit-
able than that of mining boards. 1
would not suggest that any wide or ex-
tended power be given to these boards;
but something similar te that which is
provided in the Victorion mining statutes
might be adopted.

Mr. Moran: Mining boards are not
much in evidencs, in Victoria.

Mr. VOSPER: They are by no means
a dead letter there, as yet. The boards
in Victoria are elected on o miner’s right
franchise, Some two years ago I gave
this question of mining boards some
degree of attention, and I was requested
to write to the Mineowner's Association
a letter embodying the results of my in-
vostigations of the changes then con-
sidered uecessary to reform the law. I
said 1 —

The puwer now given to the Governor should
be entirely delegated to mining hoards, one for
each declared goldfield. Such boards should be

composed equally of two sections, one elected
by the holders of miners' rights for that
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particular goldfield, which have been issued
for six months prior to the election, and the
other by the various registered companies oper-
ating on the goldfield for the same period.
Tlese boards should have the control of all
matters relating to drainage, water conserva-
tion, inspection of miners (having the power
to appoint inspectors as under the Mines Regu-
lations Act), mining accidents, machinery and
boilers, ventilation and the fixing of the mini-
mum of Jabour to be employed per acte on leases,
taking into consideration situation and local
conditions. Regulations made by these bodies
should be approved by the Governor.in-Coun-
¢il, and should then bave the force of law. I
think it is obvious that regulationg which ap-
ply in North Dandalup are of no use in the
East Murchison, and vice.versa, and the only
remedy I can see for this and kindred evils is
local government in mining carried on by
bodies equally representative of labour and
capital. The revenue required by these
bodies could be raised by allotting to them a
percentage of local mining revenue,

I am not prepared at this time to go
quite so far as that; but I think there
are matters connected with the mining
regulations, such as ventilation and the
insvection of boilers and machinery, and
of mines peperally, which could with
great advantage be delegated to mining
hoards.  But, talking about regulations,
T think it would be well if these mining
boards were permitted to advise and sug-
gest to the Minister only with regard to
mntters affecting their own distriets.
The department could then, as it does
now, inake regulations having general ap-
plication throughout the colony; but, in
matters of local application, I think the
mining boards might well be allowed to
nesigt the Minister with their advice.
The powers given to local mining boards
in Victoria are entirely of an advisory
character.  First, they are entitled “to
advise and rveport to the Minister with
resnect to the codification of by-laws;”
secondly, “to inquire into and report to
the Minister upon all applications for as-
gistance from the Government towards
searching for gold or minerals.” If such
power were conferred on boards of this
kind here, it would be of the utmost
value to the Government. We know thak
the Government are contemplating, and
have in some cases carried out, the erec-
tion of public batteries. ~ Of course, it
may be said that every mining board
would set up a clamour for a public bat-
tery in its own district; but, if you had
one mining board for each goldfield, they
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would represent a large number of differ-
en. centres, and therefore the clamour
for a battery for any particular site would
to & large extent be got over by the exis-
tence of the board representing the field
generally.  Again, the ndvice of the
board as to where o build the battery,
where to sink for water, nnd where there
was the best prospect of gold being
found, would be of very great value to
the Minister in charpe of the department.
The Victoriap mining boards are also
authorised to advise az to localities in
which searching by means of boring or
otherwise in quest of alluvial Ileads,
quartz reefs, coal seams, and other metal-
liferous or mineral deposits might be car-
ried out. I would asgk, who could be
more qualified to deal with maiters of
that kind than a board composed of local
men, who owe their positions to the suf-
frages of practical miners? The mem-
bers of such boards in Victoria are men
practically acquainted with mining, who
have been engaged for a lifetime in the
industry : and it does seem to me that if
the Government intend to go to work at
all in the direction of improving the lot
of the prospector,then the mining boards
will be a very valuable institution indeed.
The boards in Victoria are also asked to
advise in regard to such applications for
the sale, licensing, or leasing of Crown
lands under the Lands Act as may from
time to time be relegated to the board by
the Minister. In the Land Bill, which
was before the House this evening, we
have a series of provisions, which propose
to let poldfields lands for certain pur-
poses: and, as we stand at the present
time, it is provosed in that Bill to entrust
the whole work of reporting and advising
on this land either to the warden or to
the departmental officers  Surely it
would be betier to have an independent
board for this purpose.

Tae Paeumir: A paid board?

Mr. VOSPER: No; an honourary
board, elected on a miney’s right franchise.
In Victoria they are allowed about £50 a
year for expenses, and their functions are
purely advisory. I am not now recom-
mending that the boards should have legis-
lative powers, but that they should have
tha right to advise the Minister on certain
matters of importance, thus supplyinr the
department with the technical knowledge
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which it now lacks. The need of this
technical knowledge has long been felt,
and here, to my mind, is a cheap and ex-
peditious way of supplying it; and I am
very gorry to see that this recommenda-
tior—probably the best recommendation
in the very long report of the Royal Com-
mission ou Mining—has been totally
igrored by the Government in drafting
this Bill. 1 shall do everything in my
power to see that these mining beards are
instituted by this measure. We are told,
in anmother part of the Bill, that rangers
are to be appointed to report from time to
time as to breaches of the labour cove-
nants and of the Act generally. Well,
that it a very excellent thing. I am pre-
pareu to support their appointment ; but,
in Victorin, where they have these mining
boards, one of their functions is to
report to the Minister all such breaches of
covenants. Here we have the Govern-
ment provosing to pay men to do what,
in Victoria, is done free of charge. The
mining boards in Victoria are also autho-
rised to make such proposals to the
Minister as they may think advisable for
the purpose of stimulating and encourag-
ing mining, and aiding in its development
throughout Victoria ; to advise as to the
exemption of avriferous arens from occu-
pation under miners’ rights and business
licenses | and, finally, To generally advise
as to any matters whatever connected with
mining. So that, i this body, there are
combined the functions of a chamber of
commerce or chamber of mines, with a
certain amount of authority on certain
points. They are elected for the purpose
of giving technica! information to the de-
partment. I cannot Tor the life of me
understand why so valuable a provision
a4 this has been neglected in the present
Bill. Tt may be said that mining boards
have BGeen useless, and that they are a
dead letter; but why is that? That is
largely due to the fact that the spirit of
the Victorian Act has been violated by the
persons who have had it in charge. Their
ceLtralising tendencies, and their desire
10 make Melbourne the hub of Victoria—
just as some persons here would like to
see Perth the hub of Westers Australia—
has led to the powers of mining boards
being greatly restricted or shortened ; and
thet iz one of the causes of their in-
efficiency.
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Mr. Moran: They are purely advisory.

Mgr. VOSPER: Certainly they are ; but
I would point out that, being only
advisory, they cannof possibly do any
harm. They are responsible to their con-
stituents for the advice they gave. Their
advice becomes public property; and, if
the Minister thinks fit to act contrary to
their advice, he takes the responsibility
upon himself. Tt has been objected that
these boards have been a failure. If that
is the case, why is it that provisions for
their continnance have been re-incor-
porated in the last Mining Act passed in
Victoria, bearing date only last year?

Tee Preaier: They bad them there
before.

Mer. VOSPER: Yes; and they ase
keeping them there ; and the Minister for
Mines there, Mr. Henry Foster, in re-
introducing the clanse into the Bill,
said

Mzr. Morax: He believes in tkun

Mz. VOSPER : I think that Mr. Foster
is a man to be looked upon as a very re-
pectable authority. He speaks in the
strongest possible terms in favour of
these boards, and says:—

I suppose there s no part of our mining law
that has for some years past received more
criticism than that providing for the creation
of these mining boards. I can speak with
some authority in regard to them, having had
the honour of being a -member of them for 17
years, and I will venture to say that o large
number of criticisms I have seen have been
made either in ignorance or from some un-
worthy motive. - No institutions that I know
of have been so valuable to any industry as
the mining boards have been to the mining in-
dustry. I know that in days past, if it had
not been for the members of the mining boards,
we should have soon had hundreds and thou-
sands of acres of our suriferous lands alienated
in fee simple, and the difficulty that we are
now experiencing, and that we have experi-
enced for many years past, of getting on to the
land, would have been intensified.

Mz. Moran: That danger would not
exist here.

Mr. VOSPER : That danger is here, to
a certain extent. There is a proposal in
the present Land Bill that, within forty
miles of a railway upon any of the eastern
goldfields, 2 man may take up.a home-
stead area of 160 acres. That T believe
has nlways been the law in this colony
singe the passing of the Homesteads Act,
as the Premier the other day assured me.
There seems to be some doubt about it ;
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but, new or old, the principle is capable
of being seriously abused.

TrE Preauer: We will alter that this
time.

M=z. VOSPER: I sincerely hope we
will. We are proposing to open portions
of the goldfields for pastoral occupation
under certain restrictions. Who can
better see that such restrictions are
in force than mining boards? In the
Murchison, North-East Coolzardie, and
Coolgardie districts, we shall have pastoral
leases taken up ; and as soon as they are
established, the miner will have to give
seven days’ notice, and go through
all kinds of formalities, before he can go
on such lands for prospecting purposes.
If & man, for instance, makes a discovery
of a reef running into a piece of fenced
land, and desires to continue prospecting
that reef, the person who is inside the
fence con easily observe his operations
as they proceed outside, and will no
doubt toke very good care to secure to
himgelf the land inside the fence for min-
ing purposes by pegging it out. In that
way the prospector can be baulked, and
deprived of the fruits of his labour.
That being so, I say we require mining
boards as a safeguard to the miner. We
are just about to introduce, in our Land
Bill, this entirely new idea. Hitherto,
the lands on the goldfields, excepting in
townsites, have been national property,
ond free to any person in possession of 1
miner's right. That is a thoroughly
good principle ; but now we are about to
leage the surface of that land for pastoral
purposes, and even timber lands may be
leased ; and this provision will have the
effect of limiting the rights and privi-
leges conferred on the miner. If a timber
lease or n pastoral lease he granted, the
privilege of wusing the land which a
miner’s right confers no longer exists;
and the Government, in giving effect to
such provisions, propose to be advised
by the wardens only. But sometimes,
unfortunately, they appoint men as
wardens who are no more fit to be war-
dens than they are to be mine managers
—men, perhaps, who have been brought
up to pastoral pursuits, and who have
had no experience whatever of mining;
and T say that, in this regard, there is
great danger ahead for certain sections of
the mining population. I do not want to
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oppose pastoral leases on goldfields as
provided in the Land Bill; apd for that
reason I am supporting, and shall sup-
port, the clauses which provide for their
establishment ; but they will also con-
stitute a source of great danger, because
we have no buffer between the State land-
lord on the one hand, and the mining
tenant on the other. Mr. Foster con-
tinues:

The members of these boards have a local
knowledge and an experience which would en-
able them—and in this Bill they will have the
opportunity—to advise the Minister and the
department with regard to many matters in
relation to which their advice is not now
sought.

Their old powers have not only heen
confirmed, but have been amplified and
extended by the new Victorian Act.

Tre PreEmiBr: In Victoria, the areas
of goldfields are not so large as in this
colony.

Mr. VOSPER: That is true; but at
the same time, if we have large areas,
w2 have a sparse population.

Mr. InanewortR: That is in favour of
mining boards.

Mr. VOSPER: Exactly. If we can
establish a vonds board for a district like
Narth-East Coolgardie, which can effi-
cieutly administer the roads in that large
area, surely a mining board can also ad-
vise the Minister effectually in respect of
mining matters in the same area. More-
ever, ns our population increases, this
difficulty in connection with large areas
will decrease. And we have some gold-
fields, such as Kalgoorlie and the Broad
Arrow, which are very limited in area.
Kanowna itself is growing so rapidly that
it will soon be necessary, for purposes of
administration, to take it out of the
North-East Coolgardie district. As popu-
lation grows, we shall find that ail the
difficulties of large areas will completely
vanish.  Mr. Foster says further that
these boards are “scattered all over the
colony, and number about 70.” He
BAYS 1 —

The members of them are practicul miners,
and we could not expend public money better
or more economically than in keeping these
boards alive.

These are the words of a Minister who
has had 17 years’ experience of the work-

ing of these boards: o
People may jeer and say that the mining
boards are doing nothing; but that is not
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their fault at oll. When they had work to
do, it is not denied that they did it, and did
it well. 1 am convinced that if the opportu-
nity is given tv them apgain they will be able
to render vast assistance te the Minister of
Mines and to thie Mines Department. I be-
lieve in decentralisation as much as possible
for this growing industry, and I think it would
be a great blunder if we were to assume in the
Mining Department that we know everything,
and that the people who live in a couniry
which we have never seen know nothing about
it.

That is exnctly the assumption into which
the Mines Department has blundered in
this colony. We have been told by people in
Perth, who have never seen the goldfields,
except perhaps for a day or two, when on
a Parlinmentary excursion, that they were
the people who knew all about it ; and all
the blul_lders, all the trouble we have had,
all the injury to the mining industry, all
the squabbles and rows and agitations on
the goldfields during the last five years,
are distinctly traceable to the ignorance
of the Mines Department in Perth. If the
goldfields people are to be benefited by
this Bill in the least degree, we must en-
deavour to do away with that ignorance.
If we cannot ingist that the Minister of
Mines shall know something about his
business, we can, at any rate, insist on
putting him in the hands of advisers who
do know something about it, and who will
be able to tell him what they know.

At 6.30 p.m. the SPEAKER left the chair.
At 7.30 the SpEarER resumed the chair.

Mr. VOSPER (resuming): I was en-
gaged in discuseing the question of min-
ing boards, and their probable effect on
the mining industry ; and I took occasion
to condemn the system of centralisation
which has hitherto existed in the mining
industey in this colony. I was contend-
ing also that many of the misfortunes
which have occurred to the mineral in-
dustry in the last three or four years
have heen the outcome of that centralis-
ation, accompanied, as it is, with a want
of knowledge on the part of Ministers. I
algs urged, and still urge, that mining
boarde established in various goldfields
centres would largely mitigate the effect
of that influence, and would lead to bet-
ter adminiatration than that which exists
at the present time. T suppose no memn-

[9 Avausr, 1898.]

Second reading. 841

bers of the Ministry will deny that aeso-
ciations already formed on the goldfields,
such as chambers of mines, workers' asso-
ciations, alluvial associations, and the
like, may be able to give a lot of valuable
evidence, If that be so, and I do not
think it will be denied, then how much
more valuable will be the deliberations
and advice resulting from the establish-
ment of mining hoards elected on a larger
franchise? These chambers and other
aszociations I have referred to are mnot
elected, but are simply bodies of men who
meet together in a kind of c¢lub.  This
proposal is that the miners themselves
ehould be consulted and asked to elect o
number of men who would give advice to
the Minister, The Honourable Henry
Foster, speaking on this, referred most
emphatically to the necessity of restoring
to mining boards the powers which they
have lost. He also laid down the desira-
bility of increasing and enlarging those
responsibilities, and eaid: —

The mining boards will also liave to inquire

into and report to the Minister upon all ap-
plications for essistance from the (Government
towards searching for gold or minerals. Now,
who is better able to judge than men who have
been 10. 15, or 20 years m a district, and who
have devoted the whole of their time to mining
pursuits ¥ And who ave better able to give
advice to the Minister of Mines and the Mining
Department than such practical and experi-
enced men?
I would urge, before going further with
this quotation, that there is another rea-
gon why these boards should be ap-
pointed.  We know under this Bill we
are to have interim leases. The Bill it-
self is eo vague that T do not know how
that proposal will work out, but it is ob-
vious that if a conflict oceurred relating
to aliuvial country, no one could be aore
capable of giving advice of a techoical
nature to the Mining Departinent than
the mining boards.

THe PreMiErR: It seems to me that
they would have to be constantly travel-
ling.

Mr. VOSPER : I do not think so. The
majority of the members of roads boards
in North-East Coolgardie meet regularly,
and those men travel to their various
homes and places of meeiing free of all
expense to the Government. They have
carried out the roads administration of
that large district without serious cost.
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Hox. H. W._ Venn: Do you propose
that this should be an honourary boardi

Mgr. Vosrer: Yes; an honourary
board. We desire to have seme authori-
tative advice from the goldfields as to
the course administration should take.
I, and those who think with me, contend
that such advice would be most valuable,
and if it is to be obtained at all it should
be obtained by means of a board, elected
on » miner'sright suffrage. I should
like to say, before leaving this phase of
the subject, that members of a mining
board, if elected on a miner'sright sui-
frage, would be representative of the
whole community, and not only would
they represent the owners of ordinary
miners’ rights—alluvial miners and work-
ing miners—but men holding the larger
consolidated miners’ rights. -

MR, Morax: Six sgainst six hundred.

Mg. VOSPER: Any company that de-
sires to pet increased representation on
the board should ba placed at thelrouble
of taking out the larger consolidated
miners’ rights. They could get represen-
tation then in proportion to the import-
ance and extent of the rights they held.
Almost everyone interested in mining
on the goldfields has a miner’s right. He
cannot sue unless he possesses one.

Tee Premier: A good many do not
possess ik,

Mgr. VOSPER: Almost every share-
holder in n lease or claim knows he can-
no: indulge in litigation, except for
. wages, unless he has a miner’s right.
We should have all classes fairly repre-
sented on these boards. Then, Mr.
Foster goes on to say:—

Certainly, I expect to receive very great as-
sistance indeed from .these men in this respect.
\We propose to devote £15,000 or £25,000 a year,
to assist co-operative parties in prospecting,
und where can the department get better ad-
vice as to the bona fides of applications for such
ussistance, if it will take it, than from these
men, who have local knowledge and experience,
which the officers of the department have not.
That is really the crux of the whole ques-
tion. The officers of the department do
not possess the local knowledge and
local experience, whereas members of a
mining board would do so. I take it
that some day or other we shall find this
House prepared to do something for ihe
benefit of the prospectors. We shall see
a prospecting vote placed on the Esti-
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mates. When that is the case, Mr.
Foster’s argument on thiy point will be
fully borne out—that no ome will be
better able to advise the department
than members of such boards. I shall
not say anything further on mining
boards at present, but I wish to point
out to this House most earnestly that,
on the whole of the goldfields, there is
a great demand for these boards. Almost
every association and every body of men
that has communicated with me in
connection with this Bill have mentioned
mining beards favoursbly. And, what is
more, the late Royal Commission urged
most emphatically that these boards
should be established. Tt seems to me
to be about the only thing on which the
members of that Commission were abso-
lutely unanimous. There was no dissent
whatever from that suggestion. Those re-
presenting capital, comumerce, and labour
were all agreed ns to the npecessity of
appointing these boards. The one
point on which they were absolutely
unanimous is that on which they were
ignored by the department. If it is the
intention of the Government to ignore the
most salient point in the report of the
Cowmmission, they had no right to appoint
that Commission and incur the 2xpense
which the appointment of it involved. I
am not blaming the Government for exer-
cising discretion, but I say that if they
ignore that report they should give good
reasons for 50 doing.  The seventh clause
of the Bill provides for the appointment of
wardens and other officers, and it is almost
inupossible to speak of these clauses singly
without introducing the effect of other
clauges as well I may say here that I
havi no objection to the clause in itself,
bat I contend that while engaged in ex-
tending the working of the mining luw,
we might have gone alittle further. I do
not know whether this would be a proper
place for it, or whether it should he in-
serted at a point where the Bill provides
for the establishment of acourt of mining
appeal. But I do say this, that one of
the greatest defects we have had in mining
administration in the past has been the
fact that the warden, while possessing a
vast amount of power in some cases—a
great deal too much to confer upon any
one individual, especially when that indi-
vidual is more or less badly paid, and has,
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a3 in many cases, & scanty knowledge of
mining law—has had his powers in other
respects limited to a ridiculous degree.
Tae warden, in my opinion, has two dis-
tinct sets of functions to perform.
Une of these is purely administrative ; the
other is purely judicial. So far as ad-
ministration is concerned, no possible ob-
jection can be raised to the exercise of
control by the Mipister ; butassoonas we
come to matters involving points of law
and the taking of evidence, the Minister’s
coutrol should oease.  The member for
East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) says that the
Minister has no such power now. T look
upon the question of exemption as guasi-
judicial. The evidence has to go to the
Minister, and it is dealt with by him.
Under the old condition of things the
Minister had power to grant exemption
witnout appealing to the law at all. I
repeat that in cases of disputed facts or
points of law, the matter should not be
settled by the Minister, but by a superior
legal officer. iy the system which pre-
vails at the present time the wardens have
been made the creatures of the Minister.

Tue PrexmEr: Would exemption be a
" judicial matter?

Mr. VUSPER: Isay it is guasi-judicial.
Where there is a mere application for ex-
emption to which no objection is taken,
the warden stands in, the position of agent
to a landlord, and be or the Minister has
the right to decide whether or not it is
judicious to grant theapplication. When
an application for exemption involves an
objection and legal points are raised, the
Minister should have no legal rmht to
interfere.

Tue Premier: The Minister can only
recommend the forfeiture.

Mr. VOSPER: I repeat, that when a
legal point is invelved the Minister should
nat have the power of recommendation,
because the power to decide the legal
point should be left to the legal authority.

Tue PreExier: That would not affect
the forfeiture of the lease, would it?

Me. VOSPER: ©No; but the court
should have power to decide whether a
lense is to be forfeited or mot.

Tre Premigr: It is a matter of dis
cretion with the Minister.

Mr. VOSPER: If the Minister or the
Governor-in-Council chooses to exercise
discretion in a manner which is unjust,
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I say that is & matter which should be
taken cognieance of by the courts of law.
Therefore, in providing for appeals, we
should, as far as possible, make the
warden’s court o final court for the de-
cision of wmining cnses, in order that as
few matters as possible may be carried
further to a court of appeal. When
nmining appeals do take place, there
should be some judicial machinery estab-
lished whereby people ¢can be heard in
open court, as in matters of ordinary
law. I notice that in the clause which
provides for e court of appeal it is laid
down that there shall be three judges,
but it also appears that a large propor-
tion of the. vital matters in the Bill are
expressly excluded from the jurisdiction
of those judges. I say there is no neces-
sity to invoke the machinery of the Full
Court to adjudicate on mining appenls,
for that can be done effectuelly and satis-
factorily by o single official on the gold-
ficlds—one having the requisite know-
ledge and experience; and it can he
better done on the goldfields than .. the
Supreme Court. The result of the exigh-
ing state of the law in regard to r  eals
is that a large number of such. appeals
are not heard at all, becanse it is only
in cases where large capital is involved,
or where n number of persons are in-
terested, that appeals on mining ques-
tions are taken to the Supreme Court.
What should be done is to establish an
official—a chief warden, for instance—
having the powers, the privileges, the
independence, and the salary attaching
to o Supreme Court judge.

Mr. Morax: And the experience.

Mr. VOSPER: Yes; and the experi-
ence. He should be selected from among
the barristers who are best acquainted
with mining law ; and that official should
be obliged, by the terms of the Bill, to
go round the goldfields and hold circuit
courts of mining Cﬁd peal at all important
towns, such as lgardie, Ealgoorlie,
Kancowna, and others; and the appeals
should be heard on the spot, and not be
heard in Perth, hundreds of miles away
from the place where the particular
questions arose. 1 say, also, that if such
an official was to devote the whole of
his time in attendmg to mining appeals
alone, and in observing the working of
the mining mdustry on the goldfields,
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and seeing the conditions which exist
there, we ghould find very few cases
coming before the Supreme Cowrt on
appeal from the decisions of such an
official. We have a Supreme Court ap-
peal now, but it is mainly 2 dead letter.
Why should mining be specially exempred
from the operations of the Circuit Courts
Act? If we are to have mining appeals
at all, why should these appeals be taken
out of the hands of the judge or judges
of circuit courts on the goldfields! The
effect of having appeals heard on the
spot would be that in the course of a
little while the judge dealing with mining
appenls would gain such a knowledge and
experience of the conditions of mining
a3 would be necessary to enable him to
discharge his duties efficiently and sati.-
factorily ; and the decisions of such a
judge would be far more valuable in
mining matters than would be the deci-
sions of the Supreme Court. A judge
of mining anneals would be guided, not
altogether by the law, but algo by mining
custom ; just as we know that in other
questions which come before courts for
decision the practice is to decide cnses,
nol absolutely upon law, but upon the
custom obtaining in the particular trade
or industry. And I say that, in dealing
with mining questions, there is no more
honourable nor higher form of justice, in
my opinion, than that which prevails
amongst miners themselves in deciding
questions according to mining custom.
I admit there are exceptions, of
course. It is essential to have a
properly qualified lawyer to go on cir-
cuit, and to adminigter justice in mining
appeals; for, though it may cost com-
paratively little for a judge to go from
Perth to Kalgoorlie in order to hold a
court there, it costs a great deal for wit-
negses and others interested in a case
when they are obliged to come down to
Perth to have it decided in the Supreme
Court. Such cases should be heard where
the disputes arise, and where there is a
chance of getting evidence at first hand.
I would urge that the Bill be amendedin
euch n manner as to give to the warden
the fullest degree of independence from
the control of the Minister, so long as the
warden does not interfere with matters
of general administration The warden
should, ip fact, be emancipated from the
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Minister’s control, and be held respon-
gible, so that he may be guided not only
by the law, but guided also by custom in
deciding the questions which come before
him. Another matter in connection with
the procedure of warden's courts is
worthy of notice, and I do not observe
anything appearing in the existing Act an
the subject. I have a recollection of a
decision given by the warden at Kalgoor-
lie, some time ago, whereby agents were
prohibited from appearing in the war-
den’s court. There was a custom exist-
ing in this colony, as it has existed in
every other ¢olony so long ns there has
been gold mining, of allowing a miner to
be represented in a warden’s court, nat by
a lawyer or advocate, but by an agent;
and the reason is that the agent hag
generally to deal with a variety of techni-
cal matters which do not appeal to the
lawyer, and which very few lawyers are
capable of understanding unless tiey
have had trafining in mining affairs.
The wardens themselves, where they
are selected for their knowledge of
mining—+which is not the case in this
country, where wardens appear to be
selected for ignorance of the subject—
find it much easier to understand the
agent, as the agent also finds it easier to
understand the warden, than is the case
where an ordinary solicitor or lawyer
deals with mining questions. T notice
that the Queensland Mining Commission
has strongly recommended that agents be
allewved to appear in courts in connection
with mining cases, and I think the same
practice should be allowed in this colony
There should be & clause included in the
Bill allowing agents to practise, and 1
am not aware that any pood reason has
been given for not allowing this to be
done. There are many men who have not
gone through a legal course, who are far
better qualified to act as agents in mining
cases than are lawyers themselves; and
if the miners had not found the practice
a beneficial one, they would not have con-
tinued it 8o long. The clause goes on, in
a sub-gection, t0 deal with the employ-
ment of Asiatic or African aliens, or,
rather, the holding of miner's rights by
those persons. I notice, with some de-
gree of satisfaction, that it is provided
by the clause that no Asiatic or African
alien, or any Asiatic or African eclaim-



Gold Mines Bill:

ing to be a British subject, ghall be
allowed to hold a miner’s right without
the authority of the Minister first ob-
tained. I must congratulate the Govern-
ment very heartily on having introduced
that necessary clause.

THe Premier : It is the law now.

Mg, VOSPER: Well, if it is the law
now, { am glad to see it is to be continued.
T would agk the Government to go fur-
ther, when we are in Committee, by pro-
viding that no miner’s right shall be is-
sued to any Asiatic or African alien, and
this provision will practically prohibit
those persons from being employed in
labour about a mine. A custom has
grown up on the goldfields of employing
Asiatics or Africans or Afghans in
doing odd jobs sabout a mine, such
as carrying wood or water; and this
is 5o strongly objected to by the white
miners that, if it be continued, there may
be serious trouble resulting from it. I
think there should be a proviso absolutely
prohibiting the employment of any of
these persons on or about a mine, in any
capacity whatever ; for there are plenty
of white men to do the work which these
persons are employed in doing; and as
the objections which have been made
against the employment of Asiatice or
African aliens apply with ten-fold foree
to the practice of employing these men in
doing odd jobs about a mine, therefore it
should be our duty to do everything we
can to prevent the possibility of trouble
arieing from this cause. There are & num-
ber of avocations on the goldfields which
can be carried on without a miner’s right,
and therefore we should provide that no
Asiatic or African alien shall be employed
on or about a mine in any capacity what-
ever. I come now to clause 9, and I take
this as oan illustration of what we find
running throughout the Bill, for I notice
all the way through how in every clause,
sometimes four or five or six times within
a clause, there are allusions to certain
things being done “according to the regu-
lations,” or as "defined in the regulations.”
The old Act was supposed to have regula-
tions subject to it, but now we are to
bave a statute which is to be subject to
the repulations in regard to all those
things which are alluded to in the many
clauses as being subject to the regulations.
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Tee Mimster oF MinEs: The same as
the law is now.

Mr. VOSPER: But the difference is
that the regulations are referred to much
more frequently in this Bill than they
are in the old Aect, and it appears to have
been done of malice aforethought.

Tae Mixister oF Mives: There is no
malice aforethought about it. It is the
same a8 in the old Act.

Mg. VOSPER : In this one clause, for
example, regulations are mentioned about
ten times, and in comparing that with the
Victorian statute, you will find that all
the regulations on vital points are em-
bodied in the statute itself, and not, as
here, made subject to regulations which
are to be framed afterwarda at the discre-
tion of the Minigter.  This clause provides
that anything that is dealt with in regu-
lations made by the Minister, unless dis-
allowed by Parliament, ‘'shall have the
force of law ; and once the Minister or the
Governor-in-Council has approved of a
regulation, that regulation has to stand
until the following session of Parliament,
when it may be disallowed or not. Nearly
all the trouble that has arisen on the gold-
fields has been caused by the abuse of this
power of making regulations by the Min-
ister. Teontend that it is the administra-
tion of the existing Act which has caused
the trouble; and, although the Premier
told us the other night that there was no
great fault to find with the Act itself, yet
T say that so long ae we allow to the Min-
ister an unrestrained power of making
regulations, and so long as various pro-
visions of the Act are te be interpreted
according to regulations which the Min-
ister may make from time to time, it is
not to be expected that the working of
the Act can give satisfaction. This Bill
will probably cnuse yrreater trouble in that
direction.

Tae MivisTER OF MINES:
sarily. .

Mzr. VOSPER: We can only judge of
the future by what we have learnt in the
past, and we have seen this colony con-
vulsed from end to end, by a Minister
playing with fire which he did not under-
gtand to be fire : by interfering with an
industry in & manner which I call robbery,
and [ have no hesitation in repeating on
the floor of this House that it was rob-
bery. 1 say, let us either pase the regu-

Not neces-
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lations with the Bill, or let us make the
regulations a part of the Bill by incor-
porating them in it, as has been done in
Victoria. Ministers, in framing the Bill,
had the Victorian statute before them, and
why did they omit these particular points,
if they thought the Victorian Act worthy
of going to for advice at all? In the Act
which passed the Victorian Parliament last
year, regulations were included dealing
with such matters as fire-bars and boilers
nnd chimney stacks. Perhaps that may
be carrying the principle too far, but it is
better by far to have a statement as to
what the condition of a boiler shall be
than that such matters shall be settled
by regulations made by persons who are
in total ignorance of the subject. Before
this discussion closes, I shall have to do
something with s view to seeing what these
regulations are, because the operation of
every important clause in this Bill ia lim-
ited by some vague or shadowy regulation
to be made in the future. Without the
regulations before us, it is impossible to
judge of the merits or demerits of this Bill.

Tug MivisTEr of MiNes: You cannot
make the regulations before the Bill
passes.

Me. VOSPER: No; but we simply ask
to see the draft of the regulations. Here
we have the Government reserving to
themselves a despotic and autocratic
power, which, for all practical purposes, is
independent of Parliament. We desire
to know what you are going to do with
that power; and the Bill cannot be pro-
perly dealt with by this House until those
regulations are before us. T find that
in two pages of this Bill the words “pre-
scribed in the regulations” occur about
fitteen times. That is in the course of
threa or four clauses, all being vital
clauses.  There is not a single point here
reserved to be dealt with by these pro-
spective regulations which does not vitaily
affect the property and interests of thous-
ands of people on the goldfields ; and we
are entirely handed over to the mercy

of a Minister who"dces not even profess,

to have a knowledge of his subject.
There is a provision in clause 10 for
the registration of reward claims, and
¢lnims of this kind generally ; and in this
matter there are one or two points which
ghould be definitely laid down. I shall
certainly not be satisfied to wait for the
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regulations with regard to this question
of registration. It is said that “Every
reward claim, and every ordinary claim
other than for alluvial mining, shall be
registered within the time and in manner
prescribed by the regulations.” The in-
evilable regulation crops up again. It
was not possible to say “within one month
or one minute,” but that must be “pre-
scribed by the regulations.” Great care
will have to be exercised in this direction.
A man may go two or three hundred miles
away from any centre of importance, and
may take up a reward elaim ; he may re-
turn to the nearest centre, and on going
back may find the claim jumped, because
the regulation may say that he must re-
gister within so many days, whereas he
has not had time to perform the journey.
There are long distances to be traversed
on the goldfields, and ample time should
begiven. If the claim must be registered
as soon as pegged out, we shall have end-
legs, trouble, and men will lose the fruits
of their toil. Indeed, it is advisable and
even necessary to put off the registration
of claims in remote districts, for perhaps
two or three months from the time of peg-
gz out.  With regard to these prospect-
ing claims, I do not think that any labour
conditions whatsoever should be imposed
upor & “roapecting area in its first stage.
Instead of their having a given number
of days, it should be sufficient if they were
required to commence within a given num-
ber of months. I am speaking, of course,
of the first prospecting claim. The pro-
spectors themselves should he treated as
mildly as possible on this question of
lakour conditions. Whether it is a large
company that sends the prospector out, or
whether the prospector goes out on his
own aceount, he should not be hampered
by labour conditions until he has had time
to organise his forces and make the neces-
sary arrangements for starting work.
There iz a provision which obtains in re-
gard to leaseholds, which should be ap-
plicable to alluvial miming and to mining
of all kinds. When an alluvial claim is
pegged out, it should be obligatory for the
miners to post un the date and the hour
of pegging out, the number of persons in
their party, and the extent of their ground.
I know what occurs at Kanowna and
Bulong. Men go out, put in pegs here,
there, and everywhere; they divide their
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parties into small numbers, and thus take
up several claime; and, when the honest
wminer comes along he is told : “This claim
is pegged out by William Jones, and the
other by John Robinson ;" whereas Jones
and Robinson are in partnership and may
be pegging out all the ground in the
locality on their own account. If every
uiner was compelled to put up his name,
or the names of every member of his party,
and the area of his ground, and the date
and the hour of the perging out, it would
save endless litigntion and numberless dis-
putes. 0Of late the warden’s court at
Kanowna and elsewhere has been full of
such disputes. These particulars should
be clearly defined and published. Another
feature in connection with alluvial claims
and leases i8 a system of blackmail—for 1
can call it nothing else—which has sprung
up on the goldfields. A man pegs out a
likely piece of country. No sooner is his
back turned than some sharper or harpy
comes along, re-pegs the ground, oes to
the warden’s court, and claims that this
piece of ground is in dispute. He can
thus get an injunction to prevent the real
owners going on with their work or re-
gistering their claim, 1 know of a case
in Kanowna where some men who had
pegged out their ground were delayed for
two months by a person who re-pegped,
lodged his objection, and then never
brought the case before the warden’s court
at all. T think that both with regard to
leases and alluvial claims provision should
be tnade that any person desirous of claim-
ing them, or raising any litigation in the
warden’s court, should have to do it in
a certain specified time. At present such
person can get an injunction which may
last for o long period, and he may not ap-
pear when the case is called on in court ;
and this practice has been the source of
a lot of trouble and incenvenience to pro-
gpectors and lessees.  Before leaving the
subject of claims, I think that all persons
who peg out a reward claim, whether
quartz or alluvial, should be allowed a con-
cession over and above the reward elaim
itself. The Bill rives them a somewhat
extended area, but they ought to be al-
lowed to peg off a small alluvial claim in
addition to the reward claim—say three
or four men’s ground.  The area of the
present reward cleim is, to my mind, some-
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have gone to great risks in order to find
it. I notice with eatisfaction that clause
13 provides for dealing with claims ap-
parently unoccupied or which appear to
be abandoned. Some little time ago 1
was travelling through the southern por-
tion of the zoldfields in company with the
member for Dundas (Mr. Cenolly), and we
came to a place which the Premier visited
—Widgiemooltha, where the people told
us that a great hindrance to prospecting
there was that certain syndicates had
pegged out the whale face of the country
—one company glone had 1,100 acres—
which they had virtually abandoned.
They had given no notice of abandonment,
however ; and their rent had been paid in
advance, so that it was ..unossible for any-
one else to work the claims. This clause
would remedy that evil. Such land could
be prospected and worked by the working
miner. But it is necessary, I think, to
o n little further than is provided by the
Bill. The clause says, “and upon which
machinery,” ete. It seems to me a fal-
lacious iden to keep the title to a piece
of ground alive because some old engine
is left upon the property.

Mg. Lears: That does not apply to
leasing.

Mg. VOSPER : There is no satisfactory
provision here with regard to abandoned
leases, and the Bill is in much the same
‘condition as the old Act. These con-
cerns at Widgiemooltha were absolutely
abandoned to all intents and purposes.
and some of the people actually did go
upon them and work them in defiance of
the law; and I think that, on the whale,
they were to be commended for doing so.
Even if this provision only refers to
alluvial claims, what is meant by
“plant?” Would a pick and shovel or
a windlass be “plant” within the mean-
ing of the clause? Would two tenpenny
nails and & hammer be “plant” in the
legal sense of the term? When ground is
abandoned, or practically abandoned,
anl the plant is there, I say let
the persons who take up that ground
use the plant. Then, if anyone comes
along nnd claims the plant, let him
hnve it if he can prove his claim. If
owners can abandon the claim and the
plant, they should take their risk of re-
covering both. T think those words

times an insufficient reward for men who | might very well be struck out; and in
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regard to the Bill generally, there is
such a frightful lot to strike out that, if
we do all the striking out we want to do,
there will be nothing left of the Bill.

Toe PrEmigr: Not even the provisions
of the Victorian Act!

Mr, VOSPER: Where the Victorian
Act suited your imaginary convenience,
you followed it; but you have got a
hotch-potch here of all the principles of
mining legislation under the sun, and
vou have not carried any one of them to
its logrical conclusion.  If you had only
stuck to the Victorian Act from beginniny
to end, there would have been very little
to find fault witK. As the Bill stands, it
becomes a very difficult thing to analyse
or criticise it in any shape or form.
However, I want to congratulate the
Government upon the terms of clause 15.

Mg. Morax: What about clause 14—
“Lxemption from labour conditions?”

Mg. VOSPER : Well, there is no doubt
that the exemption allowed—any period
not exceeding six months in any omne
year—is a great deal too long. The
idea of hanging up an alluvial claim for
six months shows the absolute want of
knowledge of the framera of this Bill
The essence of an alluvial claim, and the
reagon why it is granted, is that the
ground should be continuously worked ;
and the custom elsewhere is not to allow
it to be abandoned for a single day ; yet
here we are to have exemptions granted
for six months at a stretch. It means
that, a man by his agent and by other
methods known to dummyers and shep-
herds, can take up 100 acres or more of
alluvial ground and then obtain exemp-
tion for six months.

Tue Mivister oF Mives: You can get
exemption for six months on a claim now.
The warden can give it. That r1s the
present law,

Mr. VOSPER: That is too long n
time altogether. Every claim that is
exempted is locked up from somebody
else, and the men who ought to be work-
ing it are turned loose on our poldfields
to swell the ranks of the unemployed.
It is & most important matter, affecting
the bread and butter of hundreds of
people. But I want to congratulate the
Government upon clause 15: first of all,
because it says—I do not know whether
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—that “in no case ghall exemption from
the labour conditions be granted, except
by the warden” T am taking these
words as they stand ; and T do hove it is
intended to abide by them. One of the
grossest abuses in the past has been the
granting of exemptions in some hole-and-
corner way by the Minister. T have in
my possession now two searches that
were made in Niagara, where exemption
was given on two leases which the local
court could not account for or explain.

TrE MimisTer oF Mings: The provision
for exemption applies to alluvial ¢laims
and all authorised holdings.

Ma. VOSPER: Did you have the
words, “except by the wardem, on an
application in open court,” in the old
Act?

Tre MixisTER oF Mines:
warden can grant them.

Mr. VOSPER: Were those words in
the old Act? ‘

Tue MmvisterR oF Mives: Yes It
reads: ‘“proved to the satisfaction of the
warden in open court.” Clause 25 of the
present Act provides that the registered
owner must apply to the warden in open
court.

Mr. VOSPER: Was that in the old
ActT

Tve Mivister oF Mings: Yes; it isin
the Act under which we are now warking.

Mg, VOSPER: Did it apply to leases
as well ag to claims!?

Tup MivistEr OF Mivgs: Yes; to leases
and claims.

Mr. VOSPER: Then the Mines De-
partment hns frequently acted illegally
in the past, as I can prove by abselute
documentary evidence in my posseasion
Either the law in the past has permitted
exemptions to be obtained by backstairs
and hole-and-corner influence here ip
Perth, or the Minister of Mines, or per-
gons neting under him, have granted them
in defiance of the Act.

THE MimisTER oF Mrves: You say we
are introdueing some new provision here,
whereas it is alveady the law of the land.

Ma. VOSPER: I amt simply putting
you in a logical dilemma. I say I have
in my possession certificates which show
that certain exemptions were granted,
though the applications for them were
not heard in open court. Now, how is

Only the

this will be vitiated by some regulation | this? Had you a bad law, or did you dis
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obey the law? Then I want to know, if
you digobeyed it in the past, as you did
if this provision was in force, how do
we know that you will not break the law
in the future?

Tre MmvistEr oF Mivgs: The law is as
plain as a pikestaff to anyvone who will
look at it.

Mr. VOSPER: What iz plain te me at
the present time is that the law has been
broken ; and I want to make this Bill so
that people shall be held accountable for
their actions, if they do break the law.

Tue Mmvisrer or Mivea: I do not
think it has been broken in the past,

- Tre PreMpEr: If it was done, I sup-
pose it was done on publie grounds.

Mr. VOSPER: But when the public
grounds are related in private conversa-
tion with the Minister of Mines, within
closed doors, how do we know whether
they are public grounds or not? I am
referring now to events that happened in
the reign of the present Minister’s prede-
cessor, I am finding fault with the way
the laws are administered or maladminds-
tered. Among the grounds for exemption,
I see “on account of influx of water, or
scarcity of water.” Ido not know exactly,
but I think six months’ exemption is given
on these grounds ; nnd it seems a strange
thing that, because there is a small quan-
tity of water in a shaft, a man shall be
able to shut down a mine for six months
at & stretch,

TrE PREMIER:
months.”

- Mr. VOSPER: But there ought to be
some resgonable method adopted by the
claim-owner or leaseholder, as the case
may be, to overcome this difficulty. Again,
there are the words, “for some other cause
unworkable.”  That ineans that, after
fencing it about with all kinds of condi-
tions, you pull down the fence and let the
horse go out of the paddock.  If you said
“‘some physical or natural cause,” I could
understand it. The question arises, what
ix 8 sufficient cause? We want something
more definite than appears in the clause.
1 observe also there is the following:—
"Provided that before exemption shall be
granted on the ground of scareity of
labour, the applicant shall have advertised
three times in a newspaper applying for
men, posted up notice to the same effect
at the warden’s office, and at the mine,

“Not exceeding six
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and forwarded a copy thereof to the local
labour organisation, if any,and the war-
den shall be satisfied that the application
is made bdna fide, and for sufficient
cause.” This is a commendable clause,
and only requires amendment to the ex-
tent of making it necessary to advertise
for men to a sufficient éxfeit in a news-
paper circulating in the district where the
exemption is applied for.

Tue MixisTer oF Mines: These pro-
vigions with repard to ezemption are
taken from the recommendations of the
Mining Commission.

Mr. VOSPER: It is a pity you had
not sufficient knowledge of mining to
carry their recommendations further.
The only fault I find with regard to the
Government, in connection with the
Mining Commission, is that in some
directions they have not followed them
far enough, whilst in others they have
followed them too far. T come now to
clausa 16, “Claims under public roads.”
This is a clause which applies equally to
leases or claims; and it is a valuable
provision, especially in connection with
the clauses of this Bill which! deal with
mining on private property; but there
is a certain danger about it, and the
clause will require careful handling in
order to put it in such a form as to
restrain any person holding these leases
from preventing anyone elze from carry-
ing on mining pursuits. I am glad to
see there is a clause here dealing with
business areas, and preventing any per-
son from being a holder at any one and
the same time of more than one residence
or business area: also that the Bill
imposes the necessity of registering these
blocke. Clause 27 strikes me as being
rather peculiar in its verbiage. The
clause says that “the decision of any
warden, whether he will or will not make
an order as aforesaid, shall be final.” 1T
suppoge there is only one meaning to
the word “final.” The clause, however,
moes on to say, “and no such order or
decision shall be a bar to any further
suit before any warden.” T cannot under-
stand it. Here we have a statement that
the decision of the warden shall be final,
and that yet, in spite of the warden’s
decigion, the matter may come up befora
the same man again and again. With
regard to business and residence areas,
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we have clause 31, which provides for
holders of residence or busiuess arens
having a right of pre-emption at a valua-
tion after possession for two-and-a-half
years. I must protest against n clausc
of this kind being inserted in the Bill.
I do pot think it is just or wise that
pergons holding residence or business
areas should be able to take them up as
freeholds at the termination of any
particular period. I think that as long
as the State can prevent landlordiam,
and receive a revenue of £4 n year for
a licence, or 10s. a year from o business
area, they have no right to alienate the
freehold.

Txe MiniSTER oF Mixes :
cutzide auriferous areas.

Mu. VOSPER: How is one to find out
what is auriferous, and what is not? [
we are going to exempt auriferous land,
the clauge may as well be struck out, Tt
seems to me that the clause would estab-
lish & monopoly for the land, and deprive
the Government of an important source
of revenue. The Government is not o
wealthy now that it can afford to neglect
anything in the shape of revenuve, Take
clause 33, According to clause 33, you
arc going to let a man have land at 10s,
a year as a residence aren. The term im-
plies that a wman should live on the
around, and yet in clause 34 you enable
permission to be given to him to sublet.

THE MivisTER oF Miwes:
the same in Vigtoria

Mgr. VOSPER: 1 do not care whether
it is 8o in Victoria or not.

M=z. Leage: The position in Vigtoria
iz very different from that here.

Mn. VOSPER: I only ask that you
shall diseriminate hetween what is bnd
and what ig good.

‘Twe MinisTER oF MiNEs : We have dow
%0,

Mr, VOSPER: In any case, this is
what it really means, that a man can

That is only

vear, which is very much less than its
real value, and we do that so that he may
reside on the land.

Tne PremiEr: If he builds a house.
what is he going to do!?

Mg. VOSPER : Let him occupy it.

Tne Premmpr: Supposing he cannct
noeupy it?

The law is-
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Mg. VOSPER: He can sell the house
and his rights to some other person. If
n man who has & business area wants to
go awny for six months he cannot claim
exrmption, whereas in Victoria and
Queensland a person who desires to
leave his residence for such period has
simply to go and apply in the ordinary
way.

Tre PreEMier: Supposing he wants to
ga away altogether, and has built a nice
house upon the land.

Mr. VOSPER : He can sell his house.

Tae PremiBR: Does he get the value?

Mgr. VOSPER: That is another ques-
tion altogether. That is a question of
speculation.

Tae PremrEn: Tt would be saleable.

Mg. VOSPER: It is snleable,

Tue Minizter oF MiNes: A man can
get exemaption on a residence ares under
the Act here.  That very clause you are
dealing with gives power to grant six
months' exemption.

Mg. VOSPER: If the right of exemp-
tion is there, it only furthers my arpu-
ment. If you give a man the opportunity
of going away and coming back to his
residence area, why do you also give him
power to sublet?! You are creating a
class of smmall landlords, which is a very
bad thing. 1t wos a cardinal mistake to
have freeholds on goldfields-at all. Tt has
been n source of endless trouble, and
there will be trouble as long as the gold-
fields Iast. Now you are going fur-
ther. A man can take up a quarter of
an acre of land, and sublet it to any per
son who comes along.

Tre Premmr: Under clause 34 he can
sel it

Mg. VOSPER: I see that he can do
s0. I am dealing with clause 33. I
say that a man paying 10s. & year and
obtaining & quarter of an acre of land
should not have a right te sell it. It
would give the first comer in the gold-

: . fields town power to tax and penalige
cone and get a piece of ground at 10s. a

everyone who came after him. A person
ought not to be allowed to have a piece of
land, and sublet it. This man holds his
residence area against all-comers, exeept
th: Crown. He may sublet it to some
person, and in four or five years it may

. bz resumed by the Crown. You have

. contract with his

compelled this man to break his

tenant. Are weu
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going to compensate the tenant,
or who is going to do that? I want to

take very good care that no person shall
be allowed, as has been done in the past,
to use hig miner’s right for the oppression
of other persons. That has been done in
voolgardie and elsewhere, and I want to
see it stopped. We want to encourage
the bond fide miner. I would not blame
any man at all who took up a piece of
grecund under this clause and sublet it;
bus if he would be a fool to refuse it, what
fools we should be to allow him to have
it.

THe Premier: They
had freehold in the past.

Mr. VOSPER: That is what I object
to. You let men acquire freehold under
thig Bill, and allow people to sublet
whether they have freehold or not.
The land should be retained in the hands
of the State. You can never tell what may
happen on goldfields. I suppose that
more controversy will rage round section
43 and the sections following it than on
any other part of the Bill. I think the
trouble will commence somewhere about
clause 48, which provides that “Any per-
son may apply, in the first instance, for
an interim lease for a year, and the
Minister, with the approval of the Gov-
ernor-in-Council way, on the report of a
warden, and subject to the regulations,
grant to any person an interim lease
accordingly, and renew the same.” What
does nn interin lease mean?—a lease
granted for twelve months? It may be
that the work should be carried on to a
depth of 40ft., or it may be to a depth of
4,000ft. ; and it may require an expendi-
ture of £5 10s or £500,000. T am not
speaking on behalf of the winer, but am
trying to look at things from the lessee’s
point of view; and I ask, what will be
done in the direction of developing a gold
mine in twelve months? Who is going
to invest in any leasehold property, the
title of which is veidable in twelve
months? The proposal would put a emn-
plete ston to the investinent of capitnl.
Who would be likely to take shares in a
company which set forth in its prospectus
that it had twelve months’ rights
and expected to strike a lode at
a depth of from R00 to 1,000ft? Such
thinge will occur, and the result will
be that the holder of & provisional lease

generally  have
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at the end of 12 months will probably find
himself unable to raise capital for work-
ing the lease, and it will be forfeited.

Tue Panmier : If there is a reef showing,
it will be all right. .

Mr. VOSPER: But if there is no reef
showing, it will not be all right. A man
tukes up an interim lease, and he has to
search for the reef, having probably to ex-
pend a great deal more money in subter-
ranean exploration than is necessary in
the case of a lessee who has a reef on the
surface.

Tue PreuiEr : Look at clause 52.

Mi. Morax: How are you going to
“nnnce ar interim lease!?

Mr. VOSPER: Yes; it is impossible
to do it, beenuse if there is no reef showing
on the ground, there is not the same
security for the investor of capital to put
his money into that lense, and it is practi-
cully impossible te get persons to invest
capital on such a property.

Tue Presier: What are you going to
do, then!?

Mg. VOSPER : We might have a person
trying to take up a piece of ground as a
lease which is covered with alluvial, and
it is better to give him a dual title, as you
do now, and allow two or three vears to
elapse for the alluvial to be exhausted ;
whereas if you allow an interim lease for
only 12 months, with the risk of forfeiture
at the end of that time if there iz not
sufficient prospect of getting capital to
work the property, it will be impossible to
make any practical use of an interim
lease. The speculative element in
taking up a leagse is far stronger
when there is no reef on the surface, than
when there is a reef visible, vut, when
there is no reef showing, you are willing
to zive a wan an interini lease for 12
months.

Tue Presier: 1 think we can easily
meet that. The objection before was
that we should not continue the dual
title.

Mg. VOSPER: What we want is tosee
that the leasehelder and the alluvial miner
gel equal opportunities. It is to the in-
terest of the State that alluvial should
be worked out as rapidly and by as large
a number of men as possible; yet the
solution of the difficulty proposed by the
Government is that they lay down an im-
practicable scheme, called an interim
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leass. I cay there is not a living soul
on the globe who would invest a single
farthing in one of these interim leases,
and no one would sink a hole two feet
deep on such security. You are practi-
cally asking for power to lock up an area
of perhaps 2,000 acres as an interim
lease. It would be better to allow the
existing dual title for say three, four, or
five years, so as to allow sufficient time
for the alluvial to be worked out ; and if
you like to put an end to the dual title
after that, do so0, provided you do not
drive away the alluvial miner if he is
still working at the end of that time, for
you would have no right even then to
confiscate his labour and his property.

Tre Premier: The interim lease does
not matter much, if it is a lease given
straight away.

Mg. VOSPER : What people have been
contending for js security of tenure, and
here is proposed a series of provisions,
most. of which I seriously object To. You
say to the leaseholder, “If you prove this
or prove that you shall have security of
tenure, but while you are in the pros-
pecting stage and have not proved it, yuu
ghall have no security of tenure.” TUnder
clause 32 of the old Act an alluvial lease
may be taken up at any time.

Tue Previmr : It was not intended that
should be so0.

Mr. VOSPER: It is a prave mistake
to abolish the granting of alluvial leases
altogether, as the Bill proposes to do:
for at Kanowna, for instance, we shall go
down deeper and deeper until we may
find alluvial at a depth of three or four
hundred feet, and when the alluvial work-
inga are down to such great depthe, the
surface workines will be abandoned; so
T say you must make provision Tor minine
leases on alluvial eround. But we must
he careful to so safeguard the existing
nlluvial miner as not to make a lease out
of what is now an industry carried on by
a larme number of men. I say that in the
Bill it is provided that a man may apply
for an ordinary lease, and that he mayx
have an interim lease for a vear. That
mesans he has. at the end of that time.
either to be expelled from the lease alto-
wether for not having given satisfactorv
nroof of develonment. ar he is to go on.
It cannot be satisfactorv to the alluvial
miner, hecause he iz placed in this posi-
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tion, that supposing the stuff is lying at
a great depth, he may work 12 months
and not strike anything worth having,
and if so who is to take possession of the
ground after the period of the interimn
lease is over? The man who is searching
for alluvial, or the new man who is going
to mine the ground? In Queensland they
grant no lease on any goldfield until two
years after the pro¢lamation ; and in most
instances that satisfies the alluvial miner,
as it allows a sufficient period for the
alluvial to be worked out; but I do not
think that period would satisfy the alluvial
miner in this colony, for the alluvial here
is going to be very deep. I am willing
to admit the position is a puzzling one.
I say, grant the lease ac you do now for
21 years, but if you say that at the end
of 12 months the ground shall be subject
to forfeiture if sufficient development has
not been done, that will not meet the
case, Alluvial miners would he satisfied
if allowed to go on that lease for a
lengthened period, on the understanding
that no olaim should be confiscated until
it was thoroughly worked out was
granted. In alluvial mining we kave
a big industry in this colony, and we
eonnot afford to extinguish it. In addi-
tion to this safeguard with regard to the
alluvial miner there is another, and that
i# to be found in calling into existence
mining boards. You may have a piece
of ground, ae to the nature of which you
may not be able in Perth to arrive at
any definite information ; and if it were
a maxim that no lease should be granted
unless recommended by a mining board
in the locality, you would find that no
leaze would be granted in cases where the
ground was doubtful. We want to get
the direct knowledge ot mining boards
hreught to bear on the industry.  The
Mining Commission has given us valuable
information, and though that Commission
has not gone far enough by giving us all
the information we desire to have, yet
that which is given is valunble ; and that
Commigsion. amongst other things, haa
recommended the appointment of mining
hoarde. If you have a mining board, T
say vou will have a mining commissiun
in everv district. and that commission will
be sitting perpetually, so that you will
gain the advantage of practical advice on
subjects which the department certainly
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needs to be advised upon. You may get
an application for an alluvial leage, and
you may also get an application o an
alluvial digger for the same ground ; and
who can decide between them better than
o wmining beard!?

MRr. MoRaN: No man in the world can
decide theee things.

Mr. VOSPER: 1t is easier to judge
on the spot by practical men than to judge
in Perth, as to what the nature of u piece
of ground may be; and Isay the solution
of many of the difficulties which have
arigsen is to be foupd in the appointment
of mining boards. Whatever this House
does, I earnestly urge members to be ex-
tremely careful not te do anything that
will jeopardige the alluvial industry. Any
legislation whatsoever, if 1t have the
effect of checking the growth of that in-
dustry, or if it have the effect of handing
over to a small pumber of persons a vast
amount of gold which is now being divi-
ded amoung a large number of our popuia-
tion, will be a serious injury to that in-
dustry, and to the colony as a whole. 1f
we take the Great DBoulder Mine, and
compare it with the ailuvial field at
Kanowna, we shall find the Great Boulder
is supporting perhaps 600 men on a liv-
ing wage, whereas the Kanowna field is
supporting a population of some 10,000

people.

Mn. Morax: There are not ag many
hundreds.

Mn. VOSPER: I say the field is sup-

porting that population, directly or in-
directly. It is mno use to keep asking
whether claims are paying or not paying.
Kanowna was a smell place when I was
elected to represent it, and it is now one
of the largest towns on the goldfields. It
has an enormous population, and there is
this peculiarity about it, that is has not
asked a great deal from the Government.
The member for that district has never yet
veceived an application for Government
assistance, whereas from the district re-
presented by the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran), I have been besieged
by letters asking for Government assis-
tance. This is only a small thing, but it
indicates which way the wind blows.
There is greater prosperity in EKanowna
than in any other place of like popula-
tion in the colony, and that is direetly
the outcome of the alluvial industry.
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That being so, I say we must be ex-
tremely cautious in bandling this great in-
dustry ; because as surely as we injure
alluvial mining, so surely shall we injure
the prosperity of the colony at large.
VWith regard to these interim leazes, |
notice with some degree of suspicion that
there is no actual provision made, when
such leases are granted, for proepecting.
I potice that the rent is set down at the
usual 20s. per sore ; but does it not ocour
to hon, members that thie is rather a stift
price to pay for an acre of &altbush serub,
which may or may not become valuable!
it in all very well when you have a mine
like the Great Boulder ; but every mine 13
not like that one,

Tur PREMIER:
are very easy.

Mgr. VOSPER: There should he some
discrinination between progpecting leases
nnd those in full working order. For
the prospecting lessee the rent should be
made us easy as possiblee.  When once
i lease commences to pay dividends, Ido
not think the owners care very much
about the rent; in fast, I have heard
men say they would not object to pay a
dividend duty or income tax in such cir-
cumstances ; but, when they are spend-
ing capital in the hope of getting it back
again with interest, there 18 a strong ob-
jection to such a heavy charge.

Tre Premier: You must have some
revenue from the goldfields.

Mg, VOSPER : You have had far more
revenue from the goldficlds than ever
you spent upon them.

Tue Premier: Customs revenue.

Mr. VOSPER: Yes, and revenue from
other sources. [ kmow with regard to
my own electorate that we have not re-
ceived 5 per cent. of our revenue back
again in any shape or form.

Tue MmvisTER oF MIines: A consider-
able revenue is derived from whisky.

Mgr. VOSPER: That is very true, and
1 think they deserve a considerable
amount of credit for it. = That shows the
veelue of alluvial mining.  If i} were not
for the immense amount of gold they got
frems the alluvial, they would not be able
to buy whisky, and this Government
would be bankrupt. If we did not tax
the various vices of the people, there
would be very little revenue from other
sources. In any case I think that many

The labour conditions
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of these charges, especiolly with regard

v cluims in a prospecting stage, might ' conditiona.

very well be reduced. 1 see that fees of
10s. and £1 1s., and so on, are seattered
all over these pages; and it appears to
me the time has nrrived when they might
be materially cut down. Clause 59 pro-
vides that it shall be lawful for any
leszee, with the consent of the Minister,
to permit o church, school, hospital, or
mechanics’ institute to be erected on the
Jand. The Kalgovorlie Chamber of Mines
have suggested that a new clause should
be added to permit of businesses being
ca-ried on upon such lands; Lut I doult
whether that would be a wise provision.
I am inclined to go so far as to say that
the mere fact of such businesses being
carried on should not be a ground for for-
feiture. I do think the punishwment of
forfeiture is a great deal too severe a
penalty to impose on a man for having

# business carried on upon his ground. It |

is o ditficult thing to prevent. It only
requires a quantity of Perth whisky and

a small tent, for instance, to establish |

a business in the nature of sly grog
gelling ; and it is too hard on the lease-
holder that he should be in any woy re-
gponsible and linble to forfeiture if such
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Mgr. VOSPER : That refers to the labour
It does not refer to angining
else, so far as I have been able to discover.
[ now come to an important clause, one
that seems to be intended as a concession
to the leaseholder; that is clause §3--
“Fxemption from labour conditions on
certain sums being expended.” I am
inclined to say that, rather than see
this clause pass into law as it stands, I
should move in Committee that it be
struck out. I look upon it as being a
dengerous clause, though I believe it
could be safeguarded in various ways so
as to render it innocuous. The provision
is that, if the lessee spend £5,000, he can
get three months' exemption ; for £10,000
he can get six months’ exemption, and =0
on, and pro rata as to expenditure for
any area under 24 acres. It says that
exemption may be granted by the Minis-
ter for this period.

Tug Premigr: It was intended to say
“shall.” The word “may” has bLeen in-
serted in error.

Mzr. VOSPER : It reads that exemption
from labour conditions may be granted
“on proof to the satisfaction of a warden
that the undermentioned sums have becn

. spent in labour, wachinery, and the de-

a traffic is conducted on his lease without ,

hia knowledge.

Mg, Morax: But it muast be proved
that it was within his knowledge, else
there is no forfeiture.

Mr. VOSPER : I think that even if it

is done with the leaseholder’s knowledge, °

the penalty of forfeiture is rather too

heavy. The great trouble we have with-

the mining law at the present time is

velopment of the mine generally.” Th:
phrase “development of the mine gene-
rally” is very indefinile. What consti-
tutes development of o mine! To a
certain extent raising capital and bringing
it out to this colony, and appointing of-
ficers to adwminister its expenditure, are
developing the mine. But that is a sort

. of expenditure which does not in any way

that forfeiture is prescribed for almost .

every offence that can be committed. It
is like the old Dracorian laws that used to

prevail in England, where the punishment .

of hanging was provided for very trivial
offences. I believe that forfeiture should
be rigidly imposed in certain cases—par-
ticvlarly for brenches of the labour eondi-
tions, and so on; but I do not see why,
for every small evasion of the law, such
a terrible penalty as confiscation should
be examcted. I think some concession
might be made to leaseholders in that re-
spect.

Tae MinisTer or Mives: A fine is pro-
vided for the first offence.

. tundi fide expended on the mine,

advance the actual work of the mine;
and what is required is a provision that,
when such exemption is applied for, notice
should be given to the warden on the gold-
field where it is required, so that an in-
vestigantion may be wade by the ranger.
or hy some other Government official, ax
to whether or not this money has been
And
more than that, we should also strike out
these words about the development of
the mine generally, and make the clause
read to the effect that the sums mentioned
shall have been spent in labour and
machinery—in the sinking of shafts, and
s0 on.  And, further than that, there
should be a proviso that this class of ex-
emption shall not be taken advaniage of
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in the event of labour disputes. That, to
my mind, is & great bugbear about this
clause. Any person who spends & certain
amount of capital is enabled to reduce
his workers to starvation by a lock-out, by
taking advantage of the clause. [ think
thet is8 a very objectionable principle
altogether.

Tee Premier: There are two sides to
that question.

Mr. VOSPER: Just s50; but it is the
intention of the Government to Lring in
very shortly a Trades Union and Arbitra-
tion Bill; and if they are going tu imuke
that law effective, there is no necessity to
give these immense powers to lease-
holders, for disputes of thai kind cun be
settled under the Bill proposed to be in-
troduced. It would be a most shameful
thing te give employers this power under
the clause, which requires to bc sur-
rounded with many safeguards, and I hope
these will be inserted in the Bill before
long.

Tue Premier: Lessees who want ex-
emption are frequently hard up.

Mgr. VOSPER: Yes; they certainly
should have some concessions on that ac-
count, but we should be careful that the
exemption proviso is not abused, and it
certainly should not be taken advantage
of in cages of trade digputes. In clause
65 we have n series of fines set forth as
an alternative to forfeiture for breach of
labour conditions. Now, if we are going

to adopt this plan of fining instead of for-’

feiting lessees, we shall have to be very
careful to inpose stringent fines, nnd
to take all kinds of precautions to
make sure that the law is vigorously en-
forced. We shall have to appoint gold-
fields rangers, who must be fairly well
paid; and, as far as I can see, the only
way the Government can be recouped for
such expenditure is by means of these
fines. I think that the fine imposed on
a leasehblder for breaches of the labour
conditions, which are acknowledged to be
the main principle in all leages, should
be of a very severe character ; and I con-
tend that this clause 65 iz lending itself
to dummying of the very worst descrip-
tion. It says: “It shall be lawful for the
Governor to impose a fine.” What fine?
There is ne minimum fixed, and ap-
parently there is po maximum. 1 con-
tend that we want at least a minimumn,
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if not a maximum. Unless we have a
sufficiently substantial fine, we shall find
many persons who will consider it better

. and cheaper to pay s fine than to employ

the labour. The great object of the mining
law generally is to have leases worked, and
not to have them hung up and shep-

~ herded ; consequeatly, if we are to do any
' good with a clause of this kind, we shall

have to put on a fine of at least 10s. per
acre per doy for every day on whjch the
Lresch of this regulation takes place.
Then we should have a state of things that
would wake it cheaper, easier, and better
1o employ labour than to pay fines. It is
only by such stringent mesasures that we
can prevent the clause from being abused.
We must have & minimum fixed.

Tue Premier: H the clause be made
too stringent, you must remember that,
though the lessees who are here may stay,
no new ones may cowe to the country.

Mr. VOSPER: But this provision s
very much easier than forfeiture. These
lubour conditions are not to be regarded
lightly. They are part and parcel of the
covenants of o lease. If & person wiljully
and deliberately breaks that covenant, we
must make things s0 warm for him that
it will pay him far better to keep his
apreement than to bresk it. Supposing
such a case is brought before a warden by
the ranger, and a fine of 5s. or £5 in-
fiicted, what is that to a big company!
If they practically get a license to hang
up their mine for a month on the strength
of paying a £/ fine, we shall have mines
hung up for all eternity, or until the
lessees choose to resume operations. ‘

Tue Presusr: The fine is for the lirst
breach unly.

Mg, VOSPER : Still, the second breach
has to be detected. The Governor ought
to vome down upon them pretty heavily
for the first offence, 50 as to minimise the
danger of their breaking their agreement
i second time.

Tue Premier : They are generally hard
up when they break it, you know.

Mer. VOSPER: Well, make them
harder up; because, if people will not
work the ground, let them relinquish it
ae soon as possible. Besides that, the
Government make a very generous con-
cession to them in the matter of exemp-
tion. The leaseholder has no excuse for
breaking such a law as this, which gives
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him a concession he has not had before,
and if he breaks the law he should suffer.
Clause 75 veads:

For the purpose of all applications relat-

ing to land not within any proclaimed gold-
field, the Under-Secretary for 3ines shall be
deemed to be a warden, and the office of ihe
Under-Secretary for sunes in Perth shall be
deemed to be a warden's court.
I toresee that there may he trouble
here. We may get wsowe sort of Star
Chamber and backstairs influence in this
matter also. We have an office here in
Perth, which is, to all intents and pur-
poses, a private office. It is not every-
hody who can get the entree to the office
of the Under-Secretary, and yet a person
15 to Le allowed to make a private appli-
cation to him, and he can decide upon it
;\nd his decision is to have the force of
aw.

Tve Ministew oF Mings: This only
vefers to land outside of a proclaimed
goldfield.

Mr. VOSPER: Certainly; but there
arc enormous tracts of country which are
still outside such areas.

Tue MrxistEr oF Mines: The provi-
sion is really made for the benefit of the
applicants.

Mr. VOSPER: No doubt it is made
with a good intention; but our object
should be, not to put a stop to the benefit
being given, but te prevent the benefit
being abused.

Tua MixisTER oF Mixgs: The applica-
tion would have to be heard as in a court.

Mg. VOSPER.: In public?

Tag Mixis1Er oF Mings:
as an open courtk.

Mu, VOSPER :
here.

Tre Mivister or Mixgs: Applications
have to be heard before the Under Sec-
retary for Mines, who is a warden, in
open court.

MR VOSPER: It says the office of
the Under Secretary for Mines will be a
warden's court ; but will it be a public
office? .

Tue Mivister oF MiNgs: Certainly.

Mgr. VOSPER: Then there is no ob-
jection to it; but the intention is not
expressed by the clause.

Tne Minister oF Mixgs: It is.

Mr. VOSPER: 1 think any legal
member of the House will bear me out.

Certainly ;

It does not say so
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It says the application zhall be heard
in the office of the Under Secretary,
which is to all intents and purposes a
private office.

Tue MivisTER of Mixes: The Under
Secretary for Mines is a worden in cnses
of this sort.

Mr. VOSPER: If that be the inter-
pretation of the clause, I am satisfied.

Tae MinisTErR oF Mives: In the inter-
pretation it is provided that the Under
Secretary shall be a warden.

Mg. VOSPER : There is a slight alter-
tion of the existing law with regard to
dual titles, in the second proviso of clause
76, which reads:

Provided also that at any time after the

expiration of one year from the passing of
this Act, the lessee may apply, in the pre-
scribed manner, to the warden, with the view
toa cerfificate being granted by the Governor-
in-Council, that the land the subject of such
lease shall no longer be subject to the pro-
visions of this section, or to section 36 of the
Gioldfields Act 1895, Such application
shall be advertised, and shall be heard in open
eourt, in the manner prescribed in the case ol
an applicution for a lease; and afier the ter-
mination of the inguiry the warden shall
transmi$ to the Minister the application and
objections (if any), and a transcript of the
notes and evidence; and if the warden, or the
waurden snd assessors, or a majority of them,
shall report that the alluvial is appuarently
worked out, or that the land is not knewn
to cvontain or to be likely to develup alluvial,
and in other respects would be recommended
for a Jease under this Act, it shall be lawful
for the Governor-in-Council to grant te the
lessee a certificate as aforesaid, whereupon $he
lessee, for the remuinder of the term of the
lease, shall have the exclusive privilege ol
mining on the land demised, and every part
thereof.
I do not see, as the mewmber for Cen-
tral Murchison (Mr. Illingworth} says, how
a warden can decide upon the symptoms
which indicate that the development is
alluvinl. How can he decide what is
guing to take place at some future time!
It is rather a rash suggestion. But in
uny case, unless we are to have consider-
able friction on the goldfields, the term
of one year had better be largely ox-
tended. I think, in view of what ie going
on at Kanowna and Bulong and else-
where, it means that, if the warden or
Minister chose to so decide, there could
he a wholesale confiscation

Tee Premigr: They take evidence.

Mr. VOSPER: You took evidence up
there, and what was the result? Youhad
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to take all the cases down to the Supreme
Court. No less an authority than the
Government Geologist of this colony went
to Bulong and gave sworn evidence that
certain ground was alluvial, and the
warden refused to acept that evidence,
and actually sent men to prigon in spite
of the fact that the men were obeying the
law as interpreted since by the Supreme
Court, and had acted within the defini-
tion of the law as laid down by the judges.
If the warden could deliberately flous
evidence of that kind, what chance has
an alluvial miner under such a clause?
It means that the alluvial miner will still
be, as he was under the famous, or 1n-
famous, ten-foot regulation, at the mercy
of the warden ; and a mun engaged as an
industrial labourer shoyld be at no one’s
wmercy. Here you propose a round-about
prucess to cut off the property which he
holds under his miner’s right at the end
of one year from the passing of this Bill
The proposal is to cut it off provided cer-
tain evidence can be procured.

Tue Mixister oF Mines: If there is al-
luvial there it will appear by the evidence.

Mr. VOSPER: No; but the clause
reads : —

After the termipation of the inquiry the
warden shall transmit to the Minister the ap-
plication and objections and a transcript of
the notes of evidence, and if the wardem or
assessors shall report that the alluvial is ap-
parently worked out, or that the land is not
known to contain or to be likely to develop
alluvisl, the Goveroor may grant a certifi-
cate to the lessee, who shall then have the ex-
clusive privilege of mining on the land.

Tue MixisTER oF Mings: You said the
u:an had to be turned off.

Mu. YVUSPER: He will be turned off,
it the warden decides against him. It is
to> short a time. You cannot prove that
a thing does not exist. You can prove
that a thing does exist. If this clause is
carried it will be likely to become either
o dead letter or a live mischief. In
any case, here again is a point
on which the recommendation of the
raining board would be useful. Then, in
clause 80 there is the point which might
be considered by a mining board. It
says: “No person shall enter upon any en-
closed land held under any lease or license
for pastoral purposes, until after seven
days’ notice,” and so forth. As I have
sald before, the provisicn relative to
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pastoral leases or licenses is going to be
a serious hindrance to the prospector.
By the ..me the seven days' notice has ex-
pired, someone else woy have taken up the
ground which the man hag discovered.
'This, again, is & matter which the local
board could decide. Clause 83 iz a very
important one, stipulating that every per-
son working for wages shall have a lien on
the claim, lease, or authorised holding
whereon he shall have been employed.
The law badly requires amendment. In
the first place it frequently happens that
wages are paid on a claim, lease, or hold-
ing which is absolutely useless.  That
being g0, the advantage of giving a man
a lien on a piece of ground which is of no
value to him or to the man who owns it
isnot sufficient. A lien should be given on
thz plant, machinery, buildings, workings,
and everything elee. It is of no use to
give a man a lien over a piece of barren
land. The clanse says, “for one month’s
wages.” It frequently happens with
regard to prospecting companies, especi-
alyy companies working with money from
home, that a manager is employed who,
when here, is sometimes kept very short
of money, and has to get additional sup-
plies. ‘The manager keeps the men wait-
ing and hoping for their money week after
week and sometimes month after month.
I have known men wait six months.
Under the circumstances the men should
be given three months’ wages, and not
only one month’s. I do not see why they
should be punished for fidelity to their
employers, That is what this clause
would really amount to.

Tre MivisTer oF Mines: We bad it
three months before. This is a recom-
mendation by the Commission.

Mr. VOSPER: [t should be three
months now. The patience of the men ig
commendable, Then again, it is pro-
vided here that they must put in their
cluim within 21 days. There again they
way be put off by the manager. I thinx
that this may ressonably be made one
month. Miners’ wages should take pre-
cedence of all other «Yigations--
mortgage, rent, and considerations of that
kind. The provigions laid dewr ir the
Tasmanien Mining Companies Act might
with advantage be adopted here. That
is, the directors of companies should be-
come personglly liable for the wages ac-
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counts contracted in their names. If a
man accepts the position of director he
should take the responsibility attached
thereto. It is o maxim of the law, I
believe, that the master is held respon-
sible for the acts of his servamts. A
manager is the servant of the lirector:
This is a special debt which affects the
wost helpless class in the community—
men who are veduced to starvation, be-
Lecause some unmitigated scoundrel Lins
neglected to pay them, IF we make the
plant and machinery, as well as the
ground, liable to lien for a man’s wages,
give the man o preferential claim over
every other form of claim, and make the
directors responsible for the acts of their
servants, it will be n good workable clause.
I du not propose to say very much on the
question of mining on private properts.
1 am very glad to see that the Govern-
ment have incorporated into this portion
of the Bill the very provisions that I
urged upon them last session when the
original Mining on Private Property Bill
was before the House. I pointed out
then that an Act which did not provide
for prospecting on private land would be
a dead letter. I notice that there is a
gerieg of clauses with regard to limita-
tions on the leases of springs, reservoirs,
dwelling-houses, churches, cemeteries,
eteetera. I think it is a great wistake
in this instance to lay down an arbitrary
liae in the Bill itself. In some places it
is frequently safe to mine only 20ft. under
a building. I have seen a stope carried
up to within 20 or JOft. of the floor of a
hotel, where it was perfectly safe.

Tre Arrorxpy GENERaL: Only for a
while, What about the building?

Mr. VOSPER: The house was per-
fectly secure. Instead of having an
arbitrary rule like this, which might not
be of the slightest value to some people
and would work harshly and mischiev-
ously to others, the question should be
left to the mining board to decide the
point. If you make an arbitrary limit
you will, it occurs to me, be only laying
up for yourselves future embarrassment.

THE ArToRNEY GENBRAL: It has to be
approved by the Minister, under our pre-
sent Act.

Mer. VOSPER: But unfortunately I
do not take the Minister's decision as
gospel. Is the Minister capable of judg-
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ing the evidence when he obtaing it?
With all due respect, I think that om
some technieal questions he iz not com-
petent to form a sound decision.

Tue Mixster or Mings: If a miner
said you ought not te go within 200it.,
1 should think that would be good evi-
dence.

Mr. VOSPER: It may be, but if a
man comes and gives evidence which you
cannot understand, how are you to de-
cide on it! I could produce evidence
which would profoundly puzzle the hon.
wentleman, It is no use in the world
trying to judge knowledge by ignorance.
That has been a growing fault all along.
You must have knowledge to meet know-
ledge, or else you will be “done” every
time.

Tee MixisterR oF Mmvgs:
a judge.

Mr. YOSPER: You do not propese to
go through all the laboured proceedings
of o Supreme Court,doyou! They have
certain defined rules of evidence, which
enable them to as nearly approach the
truth as lawyers will permit in each case,
but even then they do not always arrive
at the actual facts; and in matters of
this kind I doubt very much whether onc
is cwpable of judging.

Tre MivisTER oF Mives: On a mining
board you would have members elected
by local storekeepers and others.

Mr. VOSPER: It is not for us to des-
pise members who are chosen because of
the positions of those who elected them.
I have already expressed my opinions on
this clause relating to appeals ; and I shall
leave it to the judgment of hon. members
here who belong to the legal profession,
because I have no doubt they can find
many faults and imperfections which are
invisible to my own eyes. Clause 187
says: —The proceedings in the warden's
court relating to applications under sec-
tions 14, 15, 62, 63, 64, 65, and T6 of
this Act shall not be the subject of ap-
peal to the court of mining appeal.”
Thie clause distinctly exempts tection
76 from the operation of appeals. That
is to say that the decision by fhe warden
ov Minister as to whether alluvial exists
or does not exist is not to be made a.sub-
ject of appeal to the Supreme Court.
Some time ago we had a decision by a
warden which was upset by the Court of

How about
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Appenl, and in consequence of thai de-
cision by the Court of Appeal, wen are
now working on the ground from which
they were dragocned by the police. Now
we have a proposal that this should be
leit to the Minister, and it seems to me
to have been introduced because of that
decision.

Tie MixwTER oF MIngs: Not at all

Mr. VOSPER: I do not know why it
is dome, then. By the terms of this
clause, we are poing to make an altera-
tion of n most important character. We
are going to hand thesg men over to the
arbitrary control of the Minister. The
Minister is to decide what is alluvial, and
the men may not appeul to the court.
It appears to be deliberately intended to
deprive the men of such machinery as in
the last month or two was used by them
with such extraordinary effect. It is
simply intended to prevent litigation in
the future. Litigation has established
justice in this colony, and what is now
proposed is a matter about which one
wight, I think, use very strong language.
Clause 194 relates to declarstion as to
gold for exportation. 1 should recom-
mend the Minister in charge of the Bill
to introduce a sub-section to that clause
providing that bankers, assayers, and
officinls shall produce certificates of the
gold whick comes into their possession.
I think they should give a monthly re-
port of the gold which passes through
their hands, and supply the particulars
as to where it comes from. |,

Tue PreuiEr: They give it now.

Mr. YOSPER: But only the amount
exported. We want to know the
amount produced in the colony, where
it is preduced, the exporters, and whom
it comes from. For example, a certain
amount of gold is declared to come from
Coolgardie.  The crushings at Coolgar-
die show so many more ounces of gold
than are subsequently accounted for.
What becomes of the balance? What
becomes of your statistics? The only
way to make your statistica accurate will
be for every person who has the handling
of the gold to give a return of it at cer-
tain stated intervals. Until you have
that you will not get eatieisctory sta-
tistics.
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Tee Mivister oF Mines: The acvount
of sales has to be given.

Mr. VOSPER: There should be pro-
vision that not only the sales should be
registered, but the localities from which
the gold comes. Full particulars should
be given, and the amount set forth, so
that we may know the nctual 1Louey
value of our export of gold.  Clause 195
provides for the granting of licenses ic
gold buyers, and this appears a sensible
and excellent provision. Tt might go
further, especially on the goldfields, for
it iy about time that some kind of licenze
should be issued for dealers in scrip.
We ought to have licenses also in the
case of stock-brokers; though it would
be a difficult matter to keep the average
stock-broker straight, by any means.
Still, it will be an advantage, in this
case of dealers in sorip, if they are to be
licensed, and to have careful investiga-
tion made before granting each license.
That is especially desirable in the case of
a perzon who establicshes what is called
an “open eall,” the object being in many
cages apparently to get sufficient money
together before vanishing, In the case
of dealers who are members of a regular
stock exchange, it might not be neces
sary to make particular inquiry before
granting licenses, their position being
some evidence of good standing; but 1
do think that in every case where a per-
gon beging an “‘open call,” he should be
required to hold a license as a safeguard
to the public who may deal with him.
I have referred to the provision in clause
202, by which repulations made on the
authority of the Minister or of the Exe-
cutive Council are to have the force of
law, whether made in accordance with
statute or not; and I do think that is a
most dangerous and vicious position.
The power given to Ministers is great al-
ready, and this would wmake it grenter
and more dangerous.  After the experi-
ence we have had of Ministers framing
regulations which have proved to be to-
tally unsuited to the mining industry,
and which must have been conceived in
a gpirit of igmorance—for example, that
penalty or deposit of £23 forfeiture
which was indirectly declared by the
judges of the Supreme Court to be out-
side the scope of the Mining Act—after
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we have seen regulations made which
were not only wrongly conceived and
badly executed, but conceived in ignor-
ance or worse, it is almost impossible to
aceount for =ome of the regulations
recently passed except on that basis.
The more we limit the powers of
Ministers in this respect,
ter it will be for the working of
the Mining Act ; and it is my in-
tention to move, at & later stage, for the
appointnent of a standing committee of
Parliament, to be composed of members
of both Heuses, whose approval and en-
dorsement shall be necessary before any
regulations made in the recess can oper-
ate. A similar check is provided in
New South Wales with regard to public
works, for there a standing committee
exercises & check over the expenditure of
the Public Works Department.

Tue Presier: That committee only
raports to Parliament.

Mg. VOSPER : Yes; but it has a very
beneficial effect in checking the expendi-
ture of the Works Department. I say
we ought to have two safeguards in this
colony : the one to be a safeguard pro-
vided by the local knowledge of mining
boards, and the other to be a safeguard
provided by the knowledge of mining
members and others who may be ap-
pointed on a committes of Parliament, as
I have suggested. By these provisions we
shall have a better chance of preventing
guch grave mistakes and serious troubles
as those which arose during the adminis-
iration of the late Minister of Mines (Mr.
Wittenoom).

Tue PreMier: There were not many
mistakes, were there?

Mr. YOSPER: There were serious
mistekes, and one in particular which ex-
asperated a body of men on the gold-
fields to such extremity, in defending
their rights, that it brought about a state
bordering on snarchy ; and I may tell this
House there was a very ugly state of fer-
ment on the goldfields for a long time
in connection with that matter, and if the
leaders of the men at that time had not
been fairly level-headed persons, the re-
sults would have been more disastrous
than they were. We can secure law and
order in perfection only by deing ahso-
lute justice, in dealing with a great in-
dustry like that of gold mining; and we
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should especially endeavour to do justice
between the leaseholder und the alluvial
miner, and should be careful not to do
anything that will oppress either the one
or the other. I do say that, if we are .
going to do su, we wust waterially alter
this Bill, and many of thogse regulations
which the Bill contemplates should be in-
corporated in the Bill itself. We should
aleo make prevision for local government
in mining matters, for this is an industry
which had better be governed by those
who understand it, thun be waladininis-
tered by persons who do not understand
it. I urge this proposal for the appoint-
ment of a standing committee, because 1
believe it will be a check on the arbitrary
power of the Minister ; and if we are going
to grant to Ministers the right of legislat-
ing in the recess when Parlinment can-
not control them, I say we must have a
check placed over these Ministers in the
form of a standing committee of Parlia-
ment. The whole of the British system
consists in n seties of checks reacting
the one upon the other ; and here we have
an indusiry coptrolled by five or six men,
with practically no check over them dur-
ing the recess of Parliament, and the
mischief which we wish to avoid may be
done before Parliament meets again.

Hon. H W. Vexx: There is the voice
of the people.

Mr. VOSPER: But the voice of the
pecple may be heard too late, on these
matters. 1 earnestly hope the House will
take the remarks I have made on the Bill
in the spirit in which I have made them ;
and I am sure that this Bill, if it is to
do all that is intended, will require to be
carefully revised, nnd the grealer portion
of its provisions expunged. Also, before
we can discuss it in detail, or discuss it
fully, we ought to have placed before us
the regulations which are to he made
under it. T bad intended to move that
we should have the regulations produced
before the Bill is proceeded wich; but,
while not taking that course, I do urpe
on Ministers that they should bring down
their regulations before the Bill is passed.
In Committee, I shall probably have a
large number of amendments to move,
and T hope they will be discussed fairlv
and fully. I believe the object of membere
on this (the Oppouyition) side of the House
will be, as I hope will be the object of
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members on the other side algo, fo deal
fairly and fully with all amendments that
may be proposed.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest}: I do not propose to make a
long speech ; but after the exhaustive and
excellent speech we have listened to, 1
thought I might make a few observations
in regard to this measure. We must all
be gratified at the speech we have lis-
tened to. I have listened to it with much
attention, and although the hon. member
(Mr. Vosper) commenced his remarks
with a good deal of fault-finding, or what
appeared to be remarks adverse to some
parts of the Bill, yet T must say that
generally his speech is very satisfactory
to me, and that I am in general accord
with him in the observations he made in
regard to certain portions of the Bill. 1
do not think anyone who listened to the
hon. member could have come to the con-
clusion that this is a very bad Bill; forit
seems to me we have been particularly
fortunate in drafting this measure in a
way which meets with g0 much support
from the hon member. There are some
omissions in the Bill, from his point of
view, and with one omission he dealt very
prominently, that is the omission of min-
ing boards. I do not think the fact that
mining boards have been working in Vic-
toria for a long time proves that they will
be of great advantage in this colony,
where there is such an immense aren of
auriferous country, and where the die-
tances to be traversed are greater than in
Victoria. In that colony, and espeocially
in the great centres of Ballarat, Bendigo,
and others, the areas are more circum-
scribed, and there the mining boards can
exercise their functions without travelling
long distances. If mining boards were
established here, and were expected to do
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this colony, and especially did he refer to
the power given to the Government to
make regulations. He seemed to imply
that the Government have exercised that
power very indiscreetly ; but I have had
perhaps more experience of the adminis-
tration of the Gold Mines Act in this
colony than anyone else Here, having ad-
ministered it for years and been inti-
mately connected with the carrying out
of its provisions, and I think the colony
is to be congratulated on the satisfaction
which the administration of the Act has
given in the past. We all know there
was an unfortunate dispute recently,
which the hon. member referred to; but
mistakes will happen, and with that ex-
ception T do not think there has been
any action of the Government in regard
to regulationg which has had the effect of
setting one section of the community
against another. We have had this Gold
Mines Act since 1885, when we firat legis-
lated on the subject; and up to the pre-
sent I do not know of any instance, ex-
cept the one referred to, wherein any
gection of the community or even any iu-
vidual has had serious cause to complain
a8 to injustice done to him by the
Government in administering the act.
That being so, I think all the eloguence
the hon. member bestowed on the power
the Government have in making law in
the ghape of regulations, which of course
means making bad law, if his objections
mean anything, was somewhat out of
place in this connection ; because, apart
from the incident referred to, there has
been no great exception taken to the re-

. gulations framed by the Government,
' from 1883 up to the present time.

" rather too much of the

all the hon. member suggests they should |

do, the members of those boards would
have to give up a great deal of time, and
of course it would be unreasonable to ex-
pect them to do so without being paid.
They would have to travel about inspect-
ing leases and applications of all sorts,
and it would be unreasonable to expect
that members of such boards should do
this without being paid for their services.
The hon. member was somewhat severc
on the Government several times in his
speech in regard to what has occurredin

Therefore, I think it is' making
matter to
sny the Government are not to be
trusted to make regulations, because in
one instance it has been genetrally ad-
mitted they did not act very wisely. As to
the power of making regulations, if the
hon. member or anyone else thinks
it ig any pleasure to the Governinent to
make regulations, I can assure him it is
not so; and I should much prefer to see
all those things in the body of the Act.
as far as we can possibly provide for
them in framing a statute. We all know
that in every DBritish country Acts are

framed on general principles, and agreat
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deal of detail is left to be dealt with in
regulations. There is no place in the

world where there are more regu-
lations made by the Government
than in Victoria; and the regulations

made in regard to the Electoral Act in
that colony are so voluminous that it
would take a week to read them. Tt is
the same everywhere. For my part, I
should much prefer that all that is pos-
sible should be placed in the body of a
Bill when framing it, and not be left to
be dealt with afterwards in regulations.
For it is & responsible thing to make re-
gulations, and especially where the
power is wide, ag it was in 1885, when
the Act provided not only the power to
make regulations for carrying out the
general objects of the statute, but
power also to make regulations for gold
mining generally. The member for Al-
bany (Mr. Leake) never loses a chance of
speaking adversely of that power of mak-
ing regulations, whereby the Govern-
ment, with the aszistance of their sup-
porters, have to see that the regulations
made urder statute shall be valid, and
he properly made.

Mr. Leake: You have never seen such
a provigion in any ather Act.

Tue PREMIER: T will tell you the ob-
jeet we had in view—it was to give a
wood title, and to provide that the people
who ncted under the regulations should
not be disturhed by enterprising selici-
tors and attorneys, who might desire to
upset a man’s title by making it appear
that the regulation wunder which he
acted, and for which the Government
were responsible, wns bad. It seems to
me that it is a reasonable thing for us to
do. If a repulation is framed, and if it
runs the gauntlet of the Legislature
which made the Act and has not
aumended the regulation, surely those
who act bore fide under that regulation
have pood cause for complaint if they
find their title is liable to be upset by
the Supreme Court. That is a thing we
should try to avoid, so that there should
he security of tenure.

Mg. Leage: Does that justify your
awn wrongful act?

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
knows that it was nothing of the sort.
We had no such object in view. The hon.
member geems to think this matter is
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personal to the oceupants of the Treasury
benches. But what does it matter to
us more than to the hon. member, if
such a law-suit is successful or not? We
do not have to pay the costs. We are
trying to protect the interests of the
country, and we have personal inte-
rest in- the litigation. But the hon.
member seems to desire to have every
possible loophele left, so that people
ghould be burdened with law-suits and
expepses, even when they were acting
under the authority of a regulation ap-
proved of by the Government of the

country. I say he will not find support
in the colony in his contention. It is
absurd that we should so act, that

people acting bona fide under the regula-
tions should be forced into courts of law,
and mulcted in large expenses, because
gsome one in the Mines Department, or
some Minister, in framing a regulation,
has exceeded his power as interpreted by
the couwrt. We say it ia much better
thnt such regulations shall be deemed to
have been properly mnde; and Parlia
ment has the opportunity. of revising
them when it meets. The remulations
have to he laid hefore the House, and
Parliament objects to any one of them it
¢an say s¢, and alter and amend if.

Mr. Lmake: They are never looked at
in Parliament.

Tre PREMIER : That is the fault of
Parliament, then.

Mr. Leagg: They are never tested
until they are in operation.

Tre PREMIER : It would be much bet-
ter to put these things beyond doubt. Of
course I am no advocate for the making
of regulations hy the Executive beyond
the scope of the Act. I do not think that
i= justifinble at all. ‘

Mr. Leaki: That is what you have
done.

Tue PREMIER: We have never had a
regulation upset yet,

Mr. InuxawortE: You upset the last
one yourself.

Mzr. Lmake: You make a bad regula-
tion, and then justify it.

Tue PREMIER: We never had a
regulation upset up to the present time.
My own opinion i that the regulations,
when made, should be good in law, and
should not deceive people and lead them
inte litigation and expense.
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Mg. Leage: They have never been. any-
thing but bad. It is a bad regulation
which you want to make good.

Tae PREMIER : The hon. member is
one of those individuals who, when de-
feated, never seem to forget that defeat.
The hon. member was defeated over this
matter & couple of years ago, and it
seems fo rankle in hiz breast. He can
hardly speak calmly when he refers to it.
I do not think there is anything personal
in this matter as to whether a regulation
should be considered to be well founded
and deemed to be properly made. With
regard to the one to which we have been
referring, the Attorney General of the
day advised it and the Government
thought it was a very good thing to do,
and the regulation was made sccordingly.
Now in regard to thiz Bill generally,
[ thiok that all must agree that it
is & very difficult subject, that there
is plenty of room for differences of
opinion concerning it: in fact, even

the member for North-East Coolgar-

die (Mr. Vosper), who represents a
poldfields constituency, and consequently
is, T suppose, a great authority on min-
ing—even he admits that it is a very diffi-
cult question, especially in regard to the

issuing of leases ; but what we desire istn .

he just on both sides in regnrd to the
issue, to protect the alluvial miner, and
at the same time to encourage the invest-
ment of capital, and that is a very dis-
crimineting matter indeed. We have
been twitted for not doing one thing, and
when we have done that thing we have
been twitted for having done it. We
were told by the hor. member that, hav-

ing appointed a Royal Commission to
consider the whaole question of gold min- -

ing, it was our duty to follow the recom-
mendations of that hody.

did follow those recommendations, the

hon. member objected to those provisions -

of that Bill. Now I cannot adopt his view.
It seems to me that, when the Government
appointed a commission to investigate
this question, they were bound to give
due consideration and a coneiderable

araount of deference to the opinions of

the gentlemen so apreinted, and to their
report ; but I fail altogether to see that
we are bound to follow their recommenda-
tions. Tf that were the case, the Gov-
ernment would be in no way responsible
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i for the measure they introduced to the
i Houze. They could throw it down on
! the table and say: “There is the Mining
! Commission’s report: Will the House be
good enough to deal with it. We, as
well as you, will hack it about. We will
criticiee it. 'We will all combine and be
a happy family for once. This commis-
; sion’s report shall be an Aunt Sally, and
we shall all have a shy at it.” I do not
think that is the position the Government
ghould take up under our constitution.
Hon. members expect more from us thun
that : they expect us to bring down soine-
thing which we can recommend to the
House. T am quite in necord with the
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper), when he says that this is not o
question on which party feelings will in-
fluence him. T quite agree with him
there. I have no feeling at all in regard
to this matter—party feeling or other-
! wise; and my only desire is to bring to
| bear upon it any knowledge or experience
I have, 50 that we can do our best for the
| people of this colony who are engaged in
| the mining industry. _ That is the only
* object I Have in view ; I have no other de-
gire or feeling whatever and if that hon.
* member, or the mcmber for Central Mur-
chison (Mr. Tlingworth), brings forward
an amendment which recommends itself
to me, he will not find me voting against
it because it opposes some provision of the
Bill. I will only be too glad to follow
, him if T think it is a better proposal than
the one embodied in the measure itself.
In many things we have followed the
opinions of the Mining Commission.

Mr. IuuivowortH: Very few.

Trn PREMIER: Oh, I think in a sreat
many ; for instance, in the definition of
" alluvial. That is a matter on which there
has been great difference of opinion. We
- have taken the opinion of the Commission
upon it. I am not prepared to say that
their opinion is correct. It seems to me
that it is not a very good one. If T were
. asked to give an opinion. I would not give
that one in regard to it : hut these were
all expert men, practical miners. men
engaged in mining : and we followed their
advice. Then in rezard to labour condi-
tion in respect of claims. we again followed
the recommendations of the Commission,
+ and algo in regard to exemntions.- Ithink
i we have generally followed their recom-
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mecdations. Where we have not been
able to follow their recommendations is
wher we come to the question of leases ;
and I will explain in & moment or two, as
far as I can without reference to the re-
port, what their recommendations were.
Before 1 do =0, however, I would like to
refer to one point, which the member for
Ngrth-East  Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
made a great deal of, and that is that we
foliowed the provisions of the Vietorian
Act in regard to residence and business
nreas. well, that is a matter on which
there is plenty"of room for difference of
optnion. It iz a small matter to decide,
and mot one of the great, vital prin-
ciples of this Bill. Tt is & mere detail. The
hon. member made a lot out of it, but
really there is nothing in it.  If this
House thinks fit to give power to the
hclder of a business area to let his land
rather than sell it, let the House say zo. I
myeelf do not care. But there is a good
deat to be said on the other side. If I
erect o fine shop on a business area, I may
want to go away and leave the place. I
wish to let the plage. Perhaps it is not
eags to sell it at the moment.
There are no buyers about, but someone
will take it on a lense. Am I to be de-
barred from letting it, after spending £500
or £1,000 upon it? The hon. member
snss [ can sell it. Well, we know it is
much easier to let than to sell. I think
it iz not unreasonable that a man should
bz allowed to let his property after having
built upon and improved it. The hon.
member says “No; he can sell his area.”
I can see very little difference—of course
it could be worked up into a difference :
but T can see very little difference he-
tween the power to let and the power to
sell, especially if it is an improved pro-
perty. I can see an objection to getting
an area and then letting it at a good big
rental without making any improve
ments. 1 can see an objection to that
because I would only be doing = little land
jobbing and making money without any
exertion on my own part. That might
be prevented. But to say that, if I in-
vested my money in building a place, I
shall not be allowed to let it, is I think
unreagonahle, and there is a good deal to
be paid on the other side. Now, in re-
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of contention, I really think that the
member for No th-East Coolgardie and
myself are not very far apart, after all. i
am glad to find that our views in regard
to leases are s nearly in accord. The
hon. member objects to an interim lease,
nou to a lease straight out. But the
interim lease, which is proposed tuv he
granted by this Bill for a year and to be
revewed if necessary, is for the purpose
of allowing the alluvial miner to work
upor the leasehold until such time as it
can be reported that there is no more
alluvial—that is when the alluvial men
have all cleared out; and then a per
manent lease of 21 years will be granted
Now what is the hon. member’s propozal
That a lease should be granted right off,
and that the alluvial man can go upon it
for one, two, three,dour or five years. What
is the difference? I am sure there is very
liteie. ’

Mg. Morax: A great difference.

Tre PREMIER: 1 mean practically.
There may be a little difference in the
gecurity—that & permanent lease is better
than an interim ome.

Mn. Moran : That is the poin.

Tee PREMIER: But these interim
lenses can be renewed, and the intention
—T do not kaow whether it is expressed
here, and I have not had time to look it
up since T settled it with the Minigter and
also with the draftsman—the intention
wag exactly what the hon. ‘member pro-
poses, namely, until the alluvial was
worked out, the alluvial miners could go
upon the land. That proviso is the same
in both proposals. It must be remem-
bered that it is not every lease that has
got alluvial in it, and we say that, the reef
being visible from the start—I will not
say in 99 cases out of 100, but in a very
large number of cases of leases taken up
in this colony they have the reef out-
cropping, or else within s foot or two of
the surface—the finder of the gold gene-
rally finds the outerop ; or, if he doea not,
he strikes gold-bearing quartz, and by
sinking a very short distance from the
surface the reef is discovered.

Mr. IuawgwortH: In one mine in
Stawell they had to go down 1400 feet.

Ten PREMIER: I am talking about
Western Australia. I say in most cases

gard to leases, which are the main bone | the reef is outcropping, orif not outcrop-
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ping there are evidences on the surface of
its presence; and that is the case with
almost every lease taken up, except such
leases as those round Kalgoorlie, where
they took up ground all over the flats for
speculative purposes at haphazard, and
looked for the reefs afterwards. All over
the colony the genperality of reefs has
been taken up where there have been out-
crops, or something on the surface indica-
tive of the reef. That being so, the Bill
provides that on finding a reef close to
the surface you can apply for a lease at
once. There is no interim lease wanted
in such case. It is only when you have
not got a reef that care has to be taken,
because where there is no reef, it is very
probable that the ¢laim will be an alluvial
one. It may be alluvial for hundreds of
feet down below the surface, and we know
what the result will be—that a great con-
flict of interests will take place between
the alluvial miner and the lessee. But in
any cases, of which there are many hun-
dreds in this colony, where the reef is
outeropping, where the lease van be ob-
tained at once for 24 acres, and where
the alluvial miner can go upon that iand
and take his stuff out of it until it is
worked out, and where in the meantime
the lessee can go on preparing for work-
inz on the reef, the [essee knows as a
practical man whether the alluvial miner
will soon be gone. He can go on getting
his machinery together; he can go on
prospecting his reef, of which he has ab-
solute possession ; and if, after a certain
time, it is found that the alluvial men
gtill remain, and that there is more al-
luvial, the alluvial portion of the claim
can be excised, and the reef still remain
in the possession of the lessee. Such
lessee knows that, whatever happens, the
reef which he sees there before him is his,
and he can work wpon it with: the full as-
gurance that, although he cannot get the
24 acres originally applied for, he will
still get the reef. I think that is not a
bad provision ; and it seems to me that
it ig likely to work fairly well. But what
was the proposal—I quote from memory,
for 1 have not looked at this for the last
two or three weeks—in the report of the
Royal Commission? Their proposal was
—hon. members will correct me if I am
wrong—that ne leases should be given
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at all for a certain time in any new gold-
field.

Mr. Morgans: Two years.

Tee PREMIER: And that enly quartz
claims were to be taken up. In that case,
no lease could be taken up at all. The
reef would be taken up by the quartz men,
in quartz claime. On each of these quartz
claims the holder would have to sink a
shaft and nut up machinery. The thing
is absolutely absurd in this country.
How could he do it? He could not afford
to put a shaft down on this small claim.
The argument is that after a hit the
parties would amalgamate. Would they?
I do not think you would find 20, one
after the other, amalgamating. A number
would try and amalpamate, and someone
would come along and endeavour to buy
them out. Would he be able to buy
them all out? Not likely. He would
buy a few out. Some men would say to
themselves, “He must have this, We will
hold on to it.” The whole thing would he
a regular farce. I do not wish to suy
anything disrespectful of the Commission,
it would not become me to do so, but I
aver that their proposal is unworkable.
Aun attempt was made co introduce 1t in
the Bill of 1895, the same principle being
theu urged upon me, but I am very glad
to say I had toe much knowledge of the
conditions under which gold mining was
carried on here to agree to it. I did not
agree to it then, and T cannot agree to it
now. It seems to me that we would be en-
couraging a lot of people to take up these
clame with a view of afterwards selling
them to someone else. Then supposing
a claim were not taken up at all, or some
part of it were abandoned, who would have
the lease at the end of the two years!?
Th> first who came along would bave it.
There would be a dozen waiting for it.
My friend from Kalgoorlie, myself, and
others might know of a reef. Who would
have it? There would be civil war in the
morning over that reef. Everyone would
be after it. Is not the proposal of the
Government a good one, that you may
take your 24 acres and hold them, whether
the lease is an alluvial one or one with a
reef in it, knowing that in the event of
there being a reef you will possess it by-
and-by. It might be years before you
would do eo, but at any rate the alluvial
would work out and you would have a
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certainty before you. Which is best,
the proposal of the Royal Commission in
regard to this matter, or the action of the
Government! Although I do not pose
asan expert, I say unhesitatingly that the
proposal of the Government is tbe best.
Ag for the interim lease, I do not put any
particular virtue upon that. 1 think the
proposal of the hon. member for North-
st Coolgardie, supported as I under-
stand by the hon. member for East Cool-
gardie, would be equally good, and would
perhaps give a better tenure. A far as
I am concerned, after conference with
the Minister I think that we would
fall in with that proposal, especi-
ally . in view of the Dbetter tenure
which we are aiming at.  With regard

to the leasing of alluvial land, I have not -

looked inte the matter so closely as to be
certain on the point, but I do not think
that provision is made aufficiently clear in
the Bill for alluvial ground to be leaged, as
it was under the old Act, in places where
for various reasons it cannot be worked
without deep sinking, at a certain depth
from the surface of the ground, and so on.
I am of opinion that in that particular the
Bill requires amendment. In regard to
clause 63, which the hon. member re-
ferred to not very adversely, the reason it
was inserted was that when in London
I was met by a large number of persons
extensively interested in this colony, and
they all explained that when anything
happened which was not expected, such as
cash running short, the necessity to re-
organise and cther circumstances which
caused them to desire an exemption, they
were all treated alike, no matter what
their difficulties were. They said that
having spent an immense sum of money
—£20,000, £30,000, or £40,000—they
had to go on their knees to the warden
first, then to the Minister, and then to
the Governor to ask for an injune
tion. They asgerted that they thought
there ought to be a time in the
history of their leases when, if for
financial reasons—I think they were
all financial reasons—they were compelled
to stop work, they should be entitled,
without agking any favour at all, to ob-
tain exemption. They went further than
we have gone in this clause. They
thought that there should alse be a time
in the history of their leases when they

[ASSEMBLY.]

Second reading.

should have the frechold, after having
spent a large amount of money-—what-
ever was thought reasonable. There is
& good deal to be said on that side of the
question, and I think I expressed myself
to the effect that whenr a man had spent
£20,000 or £30,000 he ought not to be
interfered with. We must always re-
member that lessees are never interfered
with 50 long as the mine is payable. As
soon as mines are payable our restrictions
are not felt. The lessees employ ten
times as many men as they are com-
pelled to under the regulations, and there-
fore all trouble ceases. It is only when
cash runs shoré and other difficulties are
experienced that exemption is asked for.
Therefore 1 recommend that this clause
should be adopted. T intended to make
it more mandatory by eubstituting the
word “shall” for “may,” so that if a com-
pany expended £10,000, £15,000, or
£20,000 its representative might be able
to go to the warden and say: “We have
got inte difficulties and want to recon-
struct. We are entitled to 12 months’
exemption. All you have to do is to
satisfy yourself that the money has been
spent.”  If the warden was satisfied that
the money had been paid, he would have
to give the certificate apnlied for. A man
who spends £20,000 on 24 acres of land
is & bono fide person. He is not an ad- -
venturer, but a man who has come to do
his work, and he is worthy of every con-
sideration at our bands. He should
have no doubt, either in regard to the
warden, Minister, or Governor, as to whe-
ther he ghould have his exemption or not.
It would be a good thing for us to give
this security to persons who show them-
gelves to be bona fide by investing capital
in the colony. It is a very different case
from that of a person whe spends nothing,
but is shepherding his lease, and is trying
to obtain exemption from all sorts of fees.
Such a person as that does not deserve go
much consideration—perhaps nene at all.
A man who invests a large amount of
money is, I repeat, worthy of every con-
sideration and nssistance, for you may de-
pend upon it that nothing but adversity
would induce him to ask for the exemp-
tion. Of course there would be no in-
ducement to apply for exemption in times
of prosperity when the property paid well
The inducement then would be to go on
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with the work. I think the clause a
very good one, and I hope it will receive
the support of hon. members. It will
give security to people who have em-
barked their capital in this colony. In
regard to clause 76 the hon, member had
& good deal to say in reference to the
entry upon a lease for alluvial. The law
as it at present stands is this, that a
miner has the right to go upon any lease
issued after the 12th October, 1895, and
up to within 50ft. of the lode and mine for
alluvial. That right has existed for ever,
a8 far aa [ know. 1t was introduced here
in perfect good faith by all econcerned.
We all desired that the alluvial should be
taken out of the ground. Iam prepared
to say our experience ought to have told
ug that there was deep alluvial, but we
had no idea that the alluvial was deep at
that time. We thought the alluvial men
could go on scratching the ground, and
we had some experience to go upon, as the
alluvial was generally never more than
six feet all over the fields. I only won-
der why something was not said about this
at the time, because I had seen alluvial
at thirty feet deep myself. However, the
impression was in our minds at the time
that there was not deep atluvial here, and
we thought it would be a good thing to
allow the alluvial men to go and get gold
out of a lease up to within fifty feet of the
reef. That provision was passed, I be-
lieve, almost upanimously: there was
gome little talk about it. We find now
that this provision does not work. Hav-
ing two titles to & piece of land is not con-
ducive to the best interests of either
party ; and we want to go back. At the
same time we must not do any injustice.
In clause 76 we provide that the law chall
remain as it is, but there is & provision
that after the expiration of one year from
the passing of the Act any lessee may
apply to the warden with a view to ob-
taining a certificate from the Governor-in-
Council that the land within hie lease
should no longer be subject to the right
of the alluvizl micer to go upon it. We
take the precaution that such application
shall be advertised, and shall be heard in
open court after the manner prescribed in
the case of an application for a lease ; and
after the termination of the inquiry the
warden chall transmit to the Minister the
application and objections, if any, and
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transcript of the notes of evidence; and
if the warden, or the warden and his as-
gessors, or & majority of them, ehall re-
port that the alluvial is apparently worked
out, or that the land is not known to con-
tain or to be likely to develop alluvial, the
lessee may get his certificate. The ob-
ject, of course, is to get rid of the dual
title where there is no necessity for keep-
ing it in existence. In cases where it is
necessary to keep the dual title in exis-
tence, it will have to remain. We donot
want to do any injustice. 'We do not
want to interfere in any way with the
right of any miner to get the alluvial
gold, but we say, after taking the precau-
tion of advertising and hearing the case
in open court, and on that no salluvial
gold exists on the leass, why should we
hampet the lessee with a dual tifle, and
interfere with his business and his secur-
ity, and perhaps with his power to negoti-
ate and finance his company?

Mer. IuuineworTH: He can be ham-
pered only if thers is alluvial.

Tee PREMIER: He can be hampered,
because capital is very frightened, There
are many things that might happen to
frighten capital ; it is & long way from
here t¢ where we get owr capital from,
and if anything happens by which it
might be thought s company might lose
ita property, people get very frightened.
If this clanse becomes law, we should be
very careful and see that it is safe-
guarded and take care that it is made
more safe. We should not take away
from the alluvial miner anything that be-
longs to him, except in the way pre-
seribed, and there are many precautions
taken, The hon. member (Mr. Vosper)
has referred to clause 83 in reference to
liens for wages. 1 believe, myself, it is
quite right that the wages of workmen
ghould be secured. T do not believe ina
man allowing his wages to run on for
months. I think it unreasonable. Ishould
tay a workman should have security
for a month's wages—I do not eare if it
is a month or two months—but some
reagonable term. If & miner goes on
working month after month without his
wages, he must put up with the conse-
quences. If a man has a month’s wages
owing to him, he must within twenty-
one days after ceasing work register his
lien. If any miner works for a month
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without his wages I think it is sbout time
that he threw down his shovel, and if he

does work longer he must take the risk.
Mr A. Fommest: They won't work a

month.
Tan PREMIER: I think it is quite
right, too. The hon. member (Mr. Vos-

per) also referred to the provisions in re-
spect to mining on private lands. 1 do
not propose to deal with that subject to-
night. It is a matter which we candeal
with in Committee. We have taken these
provisions from the Vietorian Act, and 1
have no doubt they will be found gene-
rally suitable to us. In regard to the
provisions in reference to the Hampton
Plains Estate which are embedied in the
Bill, I think the company has everything
to gain and nothing to lose. Therse is
an instance here of how capital may be
frightened, and I wul give it. The com-
pany has to pay twe shillings an ounce
for all gold taken from the land underits
agreement with the Government, and the
company fear that it will get its rights
forfeited if it does mot pay this
two shillings an ounce on gold which is
taken away by someone going upon the
land, the company knowing nothing
about him., I have had to assure
tha company by writing letters to
it, that the Government would not
take advantage of such a thing as
that, so long as the company took all
reasongble means of carrying out its
agreement. The company fears that
its land will be forfeited if a prospec
tor goes on the land, and gets gold and
carries it away, and if the company has
not servants and agents there to see that
its agreement is carried out, and be-
cause it would not have paid the two
shillings an ounce on the gold which
would be taken away unknown to it.
The company has been anxious to do some-
thing to get rid of the penalty. Tt
has come forward and offered to throw
open its land subject to certain regula-
tions, but until this Bill is passed regu-
lations cannot be agreed upon. But cer-
tain regulations have been framed, a
copy of which hon. members have seen.
The Government have framed this por-
tion of the Bill in such a way that, if re-
gulations which have been framed arenot
- approved by the Governor-in-Council, thia
part of the Bill will not have any effect.
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The regulations have to be published in
the Government Gazetie, after approval
by the Governor-in-Council, and without
whose approval they cannot be altered or
amended, The clause reads:

Subject 1o the said regulotions being duly
made snd published, and so long as the same
shall continue binding on the syndicate and
its assigns, the royalty of two shillings per
ounce now payable in respect of all gold won
from the said lands shall be, and the same is
hereby released.

I do not know whether there ia any power
of appeal without the approval of the
Governor-in-Council ; but, if so, the mat-
ter can be considered in Committee. We
must remember that the company has to
make money as a commercial undertaking,
but the regulations seem to me just
a8 liberal as we could expect. The public
at present have no rights at all in regard
to the company’s lands, which cannot be
eptered on without permission; but, if
this part of the Act becomes law, the
miner will be able to go upon that land in
the same way ag he now goes on Crown
lands.

Mr. Leakn: Does section 202 apply te
these regulations as well?

Tue PREMIER ;: Clause 194, which has
been referred to, is the present law in re-
gard to gold being reported by bankers
and others. Gold must be entered at the.
Customs, and the weight declared; and
this is an important provision which has
been of great service. It is necessary
that every month there should be an ac-
curate return of all the gold exported by
bankers. This clause applies to other
people as well as bankers, but most of the
gold goes through the banks, and it is
from that source we get an accurate re-
turn of the gold exported. I would be
glad if some extra means could be devised
by which the returns from the goldfields
could be made even more accurate than
at the present time. The export returns
are the means on which we place most re-
liance, but a good deal of gold is manu-
factured here, and does not go out of the
colony. In a very short time the Mint
will be in going order, but in connection
witly this I am faced with a difficulty.
Some gold at any rate will probably be
exported as at present, and never go
through the Mint. If that occurs, we
shall Jose what I am sure is expected and
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looked forward to, namely, that the Mint
returns should be a certain index of the
production of gold in Western Australia.
I do not know whether we could legisiate
g0 as to force all gold to go through the
Mint, but, if so, I should not consider it
& very harsh law. The Mint has been
erected ab very greal expense in the in-
terests of the gold-mining industry ; and
if it does not pay anyone else, it should
pay the man who produces the goid. He
would be relieved of a greet many incon-
veniences and expenses which; he has to
bear at present. He would be able to
get his gold minted in the colony, and
have no exchange to pay on sending his
gold away and bringing back the money.
Gold need not be forced through the
Mint for the purposes of coining only.
There is no reason why bullion should
not be exported in bars approved and
stamped by the Mint authorities. At any
rate, there has been erected a splendid
building in the interest of gold mining,
and it ought to be the means of giving a
certain index of the gold exported from
the colony. If members, while the Bill
is in Committee, can suggest any plan by
which this end can be brought about, I
should be very glad indeed. I have
thought a great deal about this matter,
but I have not been able to make up my
mind as to the best course. I should not
see any hardships in forcing all the gold
through the Mint, although it is possible
somme people might regard it as an inter-
ference with the liberty of the subject.
I do not intend to say more with re-
gard to the Bifl, slthough I am aware I
have only cursorily dealt with it. In
Committee, alterations and improve-
raents may no doubt be made. At the same
time, the gentleman who drafted this Bill
gave perhaps more attention to the work
than is generslly given to measures in-
troduced in this House. He expended an
immense amount of trouble and time
ransacking the various Mining Aects, in-
cluding the recent legislation in Victoria.
The Minister of Mines and myself have
given pgreat attention to this Bill,
especially to that part of it dealing wih
leasing. It is no use anyone saying this
Bill is all througli topsy-turvy, or that
it is not & good Bill. It is & good Bill,
although no doubt the experience and
knowledge of members will, in Com-
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mittee, improve it here and there. 1
ought not to be told by members that
this is not a carefully framed measure,
or that it is not on lines of legislation re-
gquired in the colony.

Mr. Leage: It is 2 jumble.

Trs PREMIER: I expect the member
for Albany (Mr. Leake) has not given any
attention to this measure, or that for every
hour that 1 have devoted to the provi-
gions he has devoted minutes. I hope
members, in their treatment of this Bill,
will not be destructive, or desire to make
n party measure of it.

Mz. Leagg: I will help you.

Tee PREMIER: If that be so, a Bill
may be produced which will be fair to all ;
s Bill which will help the allyvial
miner, give security to the capitalist, and
in its working advance the interests of the
colony.

On the motion of Mr. Lgaks, the de-
bate was adjourned until the next day.

PREVENTION OF CREIMES BILL.

Received from the Legislative Couneil,
and, on the motion of Mr. LpaxE, read a
first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjowrned at 10.57 p.m.
untii the next day.



